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As the Mountains 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 
round about his people.— Psalm 125: 2. 
UPPED in the ring of her mountains 
Jerusalem lies, 
Floored with her valleys of beauty 
And roofed with the skies ; 
Circled by hills everlasting. 
Their calm and their might ; 
A wall of defence and of glory 
By day and by night. 


Set in the ring of her mountains 
Jerusalem bides ; 

Sweet are the grapes from the vineyards 
Festooning their sides ; 

Clear are waterbrooks, running 

_ With laughter and song; 

White are the flocks in green pastures 
The fir trees among. 


So is the Lord to His people, 
Jehovah hath said ; . 

Why should they fear when so guarded? 
And what shall they dread? 

So He protects them and feeds them, 
And so shall they rest, 

Dwelling in peace and in safety, 
So cared for and blest. 








When We Know Not What to Do 


When we are utterly helpless, and know it, God 
rejoices to manifest his love and power. Many are 
having new experiences of this. Shortly before this 
issue of THE Sunpay ScuHoo. Times was closed a 
letter was received from Robert C. McQuilkin, Presi- 
dent of Columbia Bible College (Columbia, S. C.), 
not intended for publication, but sent to. friends and 
intercessory helpers in the ‘work of this Bible school 
which God has raised up as such a blessed witness to 
the old faith in the South. Mr. McQuilkin had no 
thought of this letter being published, but the Trmes 
passes it on to its readers that they may unite in 
prayer at this time of special need, especially in view 
of the new fellowship between Mr. McQuilkin and the 
Times Family through his every-week lesson article 
in these pages. Mr. McQuilkin writes: “Word has 
just come this morning that the bank in which all 
the Bible College funds are deposited has closed. The 
deposits included about $1,600 recently received for the 
Conference Inn, and funds to meet [other] obligations 
amounting to about $4,000. In our general fund, which 
cares for the current expenses of the Bible College, the 
bank balance was only $68. This fund is about $2,000 
behind; that is, the allowances for December and one- 
half of November have not been met. Please pray 
for the many affected by this bank failure, as the 
bank is one of a chain of forty banks in South Caro- 
lina. A high state official said this morning that it 
was the worst disaster that had come to South Caro- 
lina since the Civil War. In this emergency may we 
not use the words of Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20: 
12: ‘O our God... we have no might . . . neither 
know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.’” 


Nothing New Without God 


Only God’s children can know the meaning of a 
really new year in 1932. Yet almost every one has 
been trying to make a new year of it. A well written 
news story on the front page of the Philadelphia Pub- 
lic Ledger of January 1 told of the crowds thronging 
the streets of the city at midnight as the world crossed 
the threshold of the year. Said the reporter: “It 
was time for a little lilt; time for that indescribable 
lift of the heart; for that sudden new shine of the 
eye; for a smarter, swifter tread of dancing feet; for 
that joyous sigh ‘Happy New Year!’ It’s a grand 
and glorious accomplishment for two and one-half mil- 
lion people that can come in a few seconds between 
A. D. 1931 and A. D. 1932—that turning away of 
wry faces from old tattered things that are past and 
gone and can’t be helped, and the sudden glad ‘Eyes 
Front!’ toward 365 new days that positively will have 
to be a Happy New Year.” It is a pathetic story — 


this well written account of the eager, desperate long-* 


ing of multitudes of people for something really new 
this year, with their determined purpose to put for- 
ever away into the year that is dead and gone the 
things they want to forget. But only those who know 
God can ever know the real meaning of “new.” And 
only those who have received God’s Son as their Sav- 
iour, Lord, and Life can ever know God. All others 
find swiftly and surely that the Preacher was right 
when he gave the best wisdom the human mind can 
express, almost three thousand years ago, as he said: 
“Vanity of vanities, . . . vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity. ... The thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be; and that which is done is that which shall 
be done: and there is no new thing under the sun” 
(Eccles. 1: 2, 9). But those who have Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord can have a new experience not only 
every year, but every day and every hour. They can 


Prayer and 


HE late Patterson DuBois, who was full of quiet 
wisdom, once said that prayer was a_ subject 
which might easily be overdiscussed, and added 
that it was like trying to “hoist a lark.” ~Talk about 
prayer may easily become a substitute for praying. 
But prayer is such a primal matter that we must make 
new adventures in it and take a new hold upon it 
every day of our lives. There is always something 
fresh to be found out about it or there is always some- 
thing forgotten to get hold of and set going again. 
The time we live in is a good time to pray. In 
the world-wide depression that dampens every spirit 
an earnest Christian longs to have something worth 
while to contribute to it, for a Christian is supposed 
to know more about some things than other people 
know, and he owes it to them to let them have it. 
The world today is full of spare time. And we speak 
of it as an unrelieved calamity. But for multitudes 
of people this spare time about which they do nothing 
but complain is just the sort of situation about which 
they told themselves in periods of rush and crowded- 
ness that if they ever got any spare time they would 
do some great things that have been too long deferred. 
Now it has come to them. It is here. They are free 
to test these promises they gave themselves and to 
ask themselves whether it was mere sentimentality, 
“distance lending enchantment,” that made them vow 
that if such a time ever came they would reduce the 
piled-up arrearages that haunt every life. Very par- 


ticularly the enforced spare time now fallen upon us © 


is the chance of a lifetime for the praying and com- 
munion we have always longed for. 

The Proverbs speak of “the slothful man who roast- 
eth not that which he took in hunting” (12:27). He 
was eager in the chase, bent all his energies to it, 
romanced in his mind about what he would do if he 
brought down the game, and about the feasting and 
exuberance and liberty and fuller life that would surely 
follow. And now he is back home, the prize is under 
his hand; but he does nothing with it. A strange las- 
situde has fallen upon him so that he has lost all in- 
terest in it. He will not even get up and dress it 






sing with the prophet that “the Lord’s mercies . . . 
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness” 
(Lam. 3:22, 23). For “if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creation: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 


> at 


From the Goforths 


Are we faithfully holding up in prayer the am- 
bassadors of the cross? A recent letter from Mrs. 
Jonathan (Rosalind) Goforth may well be counted 
a prayer reminder. It was written to her publishers, 
Harper and Brothers of New York, and Mr. Eugene 
Fxman, who is at the head of the religious book de- 
partment of this great publishing house, sent it to the 
Editor. Mrs, Goforth writes from Manchuria: “The 
political outlook around us is very black indeed. We 
are literally (geographically) in the midst of the strug- 
gle zone. You at home probably know more and 
sooner any news there is going. I had a real thrill 
two nights ago when in our neighbor’s house. He had 
a radio on trial. Although (as you may remember) 
I am quite deaf I could distinctly hear the music from 
the Manila radio station. And even the numbers given 
out from the New York Stock Exchange. We also 
heard the war news of Japan and China. This came 
from Manchuria, etc., to Manila and from there to 
us!” Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth have served in 
the front line trenches of the battle fields of the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation for many years, and give no 
intimation of retiring from this God-directed fight. 
Let us be faithful and instant in prayer for them in 
the way that Paul asked for himself: ‘Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit .. . that 
utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my 
mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the 
gospel.” 


Spare Time 


and cook it, and it decays upon his hands. Strong 
souls often have to admit that they are just like this 
and have manfully addressed themselves to doing: what 
they always said they would do if they had the chance. 

Spare time, whatever else it means, means a call 
to praying. We dare not let it go to waste, though 
like the Psalmist we may have to call upon our souls 
and all that is within us to take advantage of it. 
We are sufprised that, when the freedom comes, we 
do not feel more like using it. We thought prayer 
would just spring up spontaneously the moment the 
tension of affairs had ceased, that it would almost do 
itself. But the Christian ought by now to know more 
than other men about the place of the spontaneous, 
how to use it if it comes, and how to get the same 
results, or better, out of his effort if it does not. 
Horace Bushnell speaks of a city placed between a 
lake lying below it and some high hills in the back- 
ground, and how most of the time the water-supply 
just comes rushing down from the heights in full flood 
without machinery or cost. And of course the city 
prefers that supply forever if it can have it. But there 
are seasons “when in the rainless hills the brooks are 
dumb,” and then the city sets going the pumps and 
machinery by which the water is brought up from 
the lake. It is somewhat costlier, they prefer the 
other, but it all comes to the same thing. The water 
is there, the people are supplied, and the citizens may 
not know which supply they are using so long as they 
are faithfully refreshed. 

In this great spare time, this inaction which has 
come upon the earth, which is taxing all the minds 
of those who are entrusted with government and all 
those who are out of work, are we to treat it all as 
sheer waste material? There has always been a short- 
age of prayer.. Some will help to make up that short- 
age now. Do not suppose that our situation is wholly 
economic and that all it needs is business resource and 
ingenious minds to handle money a little better. There 
are other great resources that have failed, or dimin- 
ished, or been withdrawn. Though prayer be the last 
thing the multitude may think of, or the fast 
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thing to be alluded to in the public prints with their 
daily changing diagnosis of what is wrong, it may 
be just that this more than anything else will strengthen 
the feeble knees or lift up the hands that have fallen 
down. 

One need not be merely a helpless spectator of his 
time. The Christian man will not leave it all to some 
one else to bring things right. It is idle to sigh and 
wish that we could put forth some telling stroke 
against the situation and then do nothing but despair. 
The very essence of faith and courage is in pitting 
what seems like a very puny and unimpressive force 
against the might and massiveness of a great need. If 
our time comes right the process is most likely to 
start from unexpected quarters. Robert Speer, in 
answering the age-old question, “If the foundations 
be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Psa. II: 
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3) said, “There is a great deal the righteous can do.” 
John Wesley must have seemed the last person likely 
to save the day and prevent an evil time from swelling 
into disaster. He did not directly address himself to 
curing the times, but slowly (his friend Dr. Johnson 
said he was the slowest worker he ever saw, but he 
could never see enough of him), patiently, and steadily 
he turned great numbers of individuals back to pray- 
ing and to trust in God, and so he refreshed that urgent 
time. 

Whatever else it is, this great spare time is the 
kind of time of which nearly all of us once said that 
if we ever had so much pause we would use it for 
the highest ends. Now will we do it? This is one 
of the tests of life, that we know when the thing we 
have most desired has drawn near to us and is at our 
very door. 





Does John’s Gospel Declare 
the Deity of Christ? 


The training of many theological students today 
is tragic indeed. They are deliberately trained, while 
preparing to become ministers of the Christian Gos- 
pel, to deny the integrity and truthfulness of the Bible 
and the divine character of Christ. These statements 
may sound extreme, but they are accurate. Many 
students and professors in theological seminaries of 
various so-called evangelical denominations know that 
this is so, and they would, under certain circumstances, 
admit it; but a regrettable phase of so-called Modern- 
ism or Liberalism is that its adherents often are not 
willing to admit the views that they hold. 

THe SuNnbAyY ScHoot Times has recently had a 
significant experience showing the deadly character of 
the training in some seminaries. ‘Readers of the TiMEs 
will recall an article in Notes on Open Letters of 
June 27 entitled “The Tragic Training of Theological 
Students”; it quoted a news article reporting a meet- 
ing of a dozen divinity students of different denomi- 
nations in the home of an assistant rector of an Epis- 
copalian church, which showed that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is “the subject of downright disfavor” in church 
circles in this country. The Times published a letter 
from one of the theological students of that group who 
was honest enough to write, “I heartily register my 
complaint against that false doctrine” of the deity of 
Christ, and he added, “I seek to worship God in the 
way that Jesus taught.” The Times editorial com- 
ments cited a number of the Scripture passages plainly 
declaring the deity of Christ, this claim being made 
not only by his apostles and by the Old Testament 
prophets but by Christ himself; it was because of this 
claim, of course, that the Lord was crucified by the 
Jews who charged that, because of it, he was a 
blasphemer. Several statements in John’s Gospel were 
quoted, including the opening verse telling us that 
“the Word was God’; and recording Christ’s own 
words, such as the statement, “Before Abraham was, I 
am” (John 8:58); and his word of blessing pro- 
nounced upon all who worship him as Thomas had done 
in the words “My Lord and my God” (John 20: 28, 29). 

The Editor of THE SuNpay ScHoot TIMES was in 
personal correspondence with the divinity student (now 
a young minister) who had expressed his rejection 
of the “false doctrine” that Christ is God, and in a 
personal letter the Editor said: 


May I not, in all friendliness, express the earnest 
hope that you see and accept what I believe the evan- 
gelical Christian Church has always recognized as the 
central message of the Bible, that Christ is the only 
Son of God and Saviour of men? John writes in 
his Gospel (20: 31), “These are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his: name.” 

I should be much interested in knowing how you 
understand the passages of Scripture I have brought 
together in this editorial article enclosed, concerning 
the person of Christ. 


In reply came a courteous letter from the young 
minister, and with his permission a portion of it is 
published here. It is to be commended forthe hon- 
esty with which it states his real views, but these views 
are indeed amazing in the naivete with which he as- 
sumes a knowledge quite superior to that of the writer 
of the Fourth Gospel in his ability to know the real 
Jesus. This young minister writes, in part, as follows: 


With your theological views I beg not to enter into 
a controversy. I admire men that know what they 
believe and then remain loyal to their faith. You 
consider the Bible the inspired Word of God, infal- 
lible in any way, That I cannot see. The Bible to 
me is a historical production of the religious experi- 
ences of the Jewish race seeking for God. You base 
your belief in the Deity of Jesus on the Book of 
John, which is my favorite book. As I see it. the 

k is more or less of a play written by a great 
preacher at Ephesus about the year A. D. 100. Like 


Drinkwater in his play, “Abraham Lincoln,” and Shaw 
in his play, ‘Man of Destiny,’ the author of the 
play iof John puts words and sayings into the mouth 
of Jesus that He never really said. These sayings 
are not the actual words of Jesus, but they fit His 
character. The “I am” sayings are not found in the 
other three Gospels. Hence I cannot accept the Book 
of John as proving the Deity of Jesus. I might say 
that | am convinced that the personality of Jesus 
seems to possess more of the Spirit of God than has 
any other personality of whom history records. 


This young minister, who rejects the Gospel of 
John because it differs with his rejection of the testi- 
mony of the entire Bible concerning Christ, was 
ordained after his graduation from the divinity school 
where these views were encouraged, and he received 
a unanimous vote by a local association of Congrega- 
tional Churches. He sends in his letter a short sketch 
of his theological views as given in his ordination 
paper, which includes the following: 


Christianity stands up and proclaims that true hap- 
piness and success may be obtained by serving one’s 
tellow men. Christianity has as its noble example 
Jesus of Nazareth. . .. 1 am convinced that man in 
his evolution toward a higher plane of life must‘ fol- 
low the light as revealed in Jesus until a greater 
light appears on the horizon. 


“Until a greater light appears”! There will never be 
any greater light than the One who is the Creator 
of light, because he himself is the Light. There will 
never be any light that can equal this Light, or that 
can be named with him. He is the beginning and the 
end of light: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). 
There can be no light like him whose appearance to 
Paul was “a light from heaven, above the brightness 
of the sun” (Acts 26:13). There can be no light 
like the One whose “eyes were as a flame of fire; and 
his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a 
furnace; . . . and his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength”. (Rev. 1: 14-16). Of no other 
man but “the man Christ Jesus” is it true that “God 
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2: 9-11). 

Some saddening and startling facts emerge in this 
testimony from the young minister. With honesty he 
admits that the Gospel of John, which he calls his 
“favorite book,” does declare the deity of Jesus Christ. 
But he has already prejudged the case, rejecting or 
ignoring the overwhelming mass of tesiimony to the 
deity of Christ throughout the Scriptures, both Old 
Testament and New, including the other three Gospels, 
and the Epistles and Revelation; and so, because he 
finds John’s Gospel making the deity of Christ ines- 
capable, he rejects the authorship and the authority 
and accuracy of the Book! This, of course, is an easy 
way of doing away with any evidence that inconven- 
iently differs from the view to which we are com- 
mitted! Anything can be proved, and anything can be 
disproved, by this method, which is irrational, unhistor- 
ical, and unscientific. Intelligent, open-minded historians 
and scientists would scorn the suggestion that such a 
method be used in any historical or scientific siudy. 
It can appeal only to those who are blinded by the 
“strong delusion, that they should believe a lie,” which 
God says must come upon those, that “receive not the 
love of 7 truth, that they might be saved” (2 Thess. 
2° 3% 11). 

It will interest those who may not be familiar with 
the historical study of the New Testament to know 
that, by the most rigidly scientific, critical, and his- 
torical methods of literary and textual investigation, 
the apostle John’s authorship of the Fourth Gospel has 

n convincingly shown. An editorial on this will 
appear in an early issue of the T1MeEs. 
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The young minister’s letter says that the “I am” 
sayings of our Lord recorded by John are not found 
in the other three Gospels, as though this fact had 
any significance against their credibility. Historical 
facts and spiritual truths given in one or another part 
of the Bible do not have to be repeated in order to 
establish their authenticity. 

Doubtless the young minister refers to such state- 
ments by our Lord, recorded in John, as: “I am the 
bread of life’ (6:35); “I am the light of the world” 
(8:12); “I am the door” (10:9); “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life’ (11:25); “I am the true vine” 
(15:1). But apparently this young minister, and 
‘others who reject these sayings of our Lord because 
they are not found in the other Gospels, overlook the 
immensely significant fact that over and over again 
in the other Gospels the Lord Jesus Christ uses the 
expression “I am” with the eternal significance of 
the name of Jehovah, which he was and is. Thus 
Mark’s Gospel, which the critics call the earliest of 
the four, tells,us that when the high priest, at the 
time of the trial of our Lord, asked: him directly 
and pointedly: “Art thou the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed?” the Lord Jesus replied, “I am: and 
ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” That 
the high priest and the rest of the Jewish Sanhedrin 
had no doubt what Christ meant is seen from the 
record with which Mark continues: “Then the high 
priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any 
further witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy: 
what think ye? And they all condemned him to be 
guilty of death” (Mark 14: 61-64). 

The Greek for our Lord’s words “I am” is ego eimi. 
It is exactly the same Greek expression used by our 
Lord in the passages in John which the young minister 
rejects because “the author of the play of John puts 
words and sayings into the mouth of Jesus that He 
never really said.” In John 8:58 the Lord said to 
the Jews who were rejecting his claim to deity: “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am.” The Greek here for “I 
am” is the same, ego eimi. So that if the young 
minister rejects John’s Gospel as spurious and a work 
of fiction, he is confronted by the necessity of re- 
jecting also the Gospels by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 
He must write a new life of Christ himself — which 
is exactly what the Modernists do. 

In Matthew and Mark we find this declaration “I 
am” from the lips of the Lord Jesus where the Eng- 
lish translation of the Bible does not show it, and 
where it is particularly significant. The miracle of 
our Lord walking upon the sea after the feeding of 
the five thousand is recorded by John, Matthew, and 
Mark. The same expression occurs in all three ac- 
counts, as follows: 

When the disciples in the ship in the storm on 
Galilee saw the Lord walking toward them on the 
water they were frightened, saying, “It is a spirit.” 

The Lord’s comforting word of assurance was: “It 
is I; be not afraid.” But the words translated “It 
is I” are those same two Greek words ego eimi, and 
what the Lord actually said was: “I am; be not 
afraid.” Matthew, Mark, and John give exactly the 
same Greek words for the two sentences: “I am; be 
not afraid.” The Lord Jesus Christ’s comforting word 
to ‘his terrified disciples was that, because he was 
Jehovah God, Creator and ruler of sea and winds and 
earth, and was their Friend, Saviour, and Lord, they 
had nothing to fear. He was using the Name that 
God gave for Himself to Moses when he commis- 
sioned Moses to lead Israel out of the bondage of 
Egypt into the Promised Land. “Moses said unto 
God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers 
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name? what shall I say unto them? And 
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he 
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 
I AM hath sent me unto you.” 

As Bishop Moule once said: “A Christ who is 
not God would be a bridge broken at the farther end.” 
Let us pray for the ministers and theological seminary 
students of tuday, poisoned by the predicted and death- 
dealing apostasy within the professing Church of 
Christ, that some of them at least may so read and 
study the Gospel of John as to recognize that its 
true and precious messages “are written, that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life through 
his name.” And let all of us who are believers and 
Sunday-school workers praise God for the wonderful 
opportunity given during the first three months of this 
new year as we study and teach the International 
UWniform Lessons in John’s Gospel, telling how “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 
May we be faithful to our great opportunity in shar- 
ing the wonders and eternal riches of this Gospel with 
all whom we can reach, for it may be the last oppor- 
tunity we shall have before our wonderful Lord and 
Saviour fulfills the words that he spoke: “I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 
ns yor where I am, there ye may be also” (John 
3422; 3). 
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‘“*A mighty Fortress is our God, 
A Bulwark never failing.’’ 








What Think Ye of God? 


By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 











“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength” (R. V., “an everlast- 
ing Rock’) (Isa, 20: 4). 


HAT think ye of God? If a man will answer 
Wiis question truly, we may teH what is his 
life. The power and value of a man’s life will 
be in exact proportion to his idea of God and 
the effect of that idea on him. Our thoughts 
give tone and color to the whole of our life and, as 
God is the source, if our conception of God is low 
our life will be weak and worthless, while if it is high 
our life will be strong and powerful. This fact has 
been seen throughout the course of history, both in 
nations and in individuals. Whenever nations have 
lowered their idea of God ‘and of his character, the 
national life has been poor, and as nations are built 
of families and individuals, family and personal life 
have also suffered. ~ 
Man’s great need, then, is to have constantly be- 
fore him the highest possible conception of God, in 
order that his whole life may be ruled thereby. It 
need scarcely be said that only in Hely Scripture is 
the true revelation of God to be found. There God 
is revealed to us in such a way as to be more than 
sufficient for our whole life. He is there brought so 
closely in contact with us that, if we receive and make 
part of our mental and moral life the revelation therein 
manifested, our whole nature will become transformed. 
It is part of that wondrous character and our rela- 
tion thereto that we shall consider now, as suggested 
by the text. Many are the emblems and figures em- 
ployed in God’s Word to make clear to us something 
of himself, and of these by no means the least beauti- 
ful and effective is that of the text wherein God is 
likened to a Rock. Notice therefore: 


I. The Character of God 


1. A Rock. Under this figure several parts of God’s 
character are suggested. Let us take one, that of 
strength. In that grand Song of Moses in Deuter- 
onomy 32, we find God frequently referred to as a 
Rock, the Rock of Israel’s salvation. They had but 
lately come out of the low, flat, and monotonous coun- 
try of Egypt, and those who have traveled amid the 
weird, massive scenery of Mount Sinai, can under- 
stand, as they no doubt did, something of the force 
of this reference to God as a Rock. Liabl¢e as they 
were to the sudden irruptions of neighboring tribes, 
no wonder that, as they raised their unaccustomed 
eyes to the cliffs that towered above them, they should 
speak of the Lord as the Rock of their salvation. And 
such he was to them all through their wanderings, and 
so is he to his people now. Think of some ancestral 
home, some castle on a high rock, wherein generation 
after generation has dwelt secure and which children 
find as secure as did their fathers before them. Then 
remember the words of Moses: “Lord, thou hast 
been our dwelling place in all generations” (Psa. 90: 
1). Ah, we need such a refuge “from sin and grief 
and shame,” and there it is for us in God if we will 
only enter. The tempests of life came upon us and 
in God alone we can find shelter and succor. Yet, 
some of us seem to prefer standing out in the pelting 
storm. Amid the shadows, the sins, the difficulties, 
and dangers that crowd our lives, God alone is our 
refuge until they are past. In him there is salvation 
from sin; in him there is strength in weakness; yes, 
there is everything in God our Strength. 

Near the little town of Llangollen in North Wales 
are one or two well-known hills. Standing on one 
of these one sees in front of him another and higher 
hill; beyond that, a range of hills reaching for miles; 
to the left, hills dotted here and there; behind, other 
hills, while to the right, a much higher and longer 
range, stretching far into the heart of North Wales 
until, right on the horizon, Snowdon itself can be seen. 
Then, turning from this view of hills on every side, 
the eye looks into the valley, and there, in the heart 
of it, lies the picturesque little town of Llangollen, 
snug and sheltered, with the river Dee running through 
it like a silver streak. The whole scene vividly brings 
to mind a well-known text: “As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about 
his people from henceforth even for ever” (Psa. 125: 
2). Under the fierce light that beats upon our earthly 
life, with fightings within and fears without, we fly 
to Christ and find in him “a hiding-place, a covert, the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” —- Travelers 
know full well what such a shade is after having toiled 
with the broiling sun overhead for hours. Conquered 
men know what it is to have refuge in danger, and 
so we can in God “dwell on high” and find our “place 
of defense” in the “munitions of the rocks.” He is 
our strong habitation whereunto we may continually 


Three times Saul’s javelin shot past David instead 
of into his heart. Each time, with the quickness 
of eye and limb acquired in his outdoor life —and 
by the grace of God—David leaped aside; but 
after the third attempt on his life, he “fled, and 
escaped that night.” Out of this experience, and 
others like it, came the Eighteenth Psalm. In the 
second verse David uses seven metaphors to ex- 
press his exulting trust in God, and one of them 
is, “ The Lord is my rock.” 

Forty-five years ago Dr. Griffith Thomas, then 
only twenty-five years old, took that thought as 
the theme of the sermon given here. It is particu- 
larly appropriate in these days of trial, and it will 
bring comfort and renewed strength to many 
troubled hearts. 








resort; in him we are strong in our dwelling place, 
for we have put our nest in a rock and can say: 


Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 


Yes, “the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 
righteous runneth into it, and is safe’ (Prov. 18:10). 
As an old Puritan has well put it, “So deep that no 
pioneer can undermine it, so high that no ladder can 
scale it, so thick that no cannon can breach it.” Then 
from the battlements and towers of this rocky fortress 
we can look out and down on the attacks that vainly 
spend their force against its walls and, like King Lear 
on the cliffs, our troubles below will “show scarce so 
gross as beetles,” while we rejoicingly say: “The 
Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer ; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust ; my buckler, 
and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower” 
(Psa. 18:2). But more, God is 


2. An Everlasting Rock. It is well that we have 
this addition, for it prevents the figure of speech from 
being weakened. I suppose there is nothing that so 
vividly brings before our minds the idea of permanence 
and steadfastness as the sight of some mountain or 
cliff. Yet, as a matter of scientific fact, those moun- 
tains have had a beginning and will -have an end. Whole 
ranges of mountains in Europe and Asia, including the 
Alps, the Caucasian Mountains, and the Himalayas, 
have all been raised to their present heights by some 
fearful convulsion of the earth in remote ages. In 
reading an account of a meeting some time ago of the 
British Association, I noticed that geologists are be- 
ginning to apply the microscope to these mountains, 
so as to be able to tell their genealogy and their source 
from ancient rocks of an underlying period. I repeat, 
therefore, that it is well that we have God spoken of 
here as an everlasting Rock, more stable than the most 
durable of earthly things. 

This suggests to us a very important and very pre- 
cious part of God’s character, his unchangeableness. 
The very name Jehovah really means this: God the 
self-existent, the self-contained, the eternal, the im- 
mortal. That most mysterious and withal most assur- 
ing name “I am” speaks of One who is, as it were, 
high up out of the reach of all changes and fluctuat- 
ing influences, who can best be likened to the hills 
that tower up into the sky and abide there while the 
fierce heat of a thousand summers beats upon them, 
the wild storms of a thousand winters howl around 
them, and the enveloping mists of a thousand autumns 
hide them from human view. When this truth con- 
cerning God is realized by us, it becomes, as nothing 
else can, a sure foundation for life. As he says 
through the prophet: “I am the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed” (Mal. 
3:6). Amid all the upheavals of sin, amid all the 
fires of iniquity, amid all the torrents of crime, amid 
ali the tempests of wickedness, here is our refuge, the 
unchangeable God. Because he is ever the same we 
exist and are safe amid all else that is changing. We 
came to him, it may be years ago, with the burden of 
our sins and still today he is our Saviour. We came 
to him, it may be last year, with the burden of our 
sorrows and still today he is our Comforter. We came 
to him, it may be yesterday, with our perplexities and 
still today he is our Guide. Beneath all things, above 
all things, around all things is this eternal God, “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to day. and for ever” 
(Heb. 13:8). We rejoice in earthly friends and com- 
panions, but their lights are variable and grow pale. 
We enjoy the sunshine of earthly happiness, but alas, 
it rises and sets. We appreciate the beams of earthly 
joy, but oh, they wax and wane. Some one has said 
that “the pain of living is our disappointment in our 
best-loved friends.” We live on to old age and often 





find ourselves left almost alone; some of our friends 
are changed, some are gone and some have proved 
unworthy. Then we turn from these to the Father of 
lights with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning, and in his light we walk, fearless of any 
eclipse. 

This blessed truth of God’s unchangeableness comes 
home to us in another way. . We are conscious of sin 
and unrighteousness and we stand in need of an abiding 
righteousness, one that will stand the wear and tear of 
life. This we find in Jesus Christ who has brought 
in everlasting righteousness so that we can say with 
the Psalmist, “Thy righteousness is like the great 
mountains” (Psa. 36:6). Yes, like them, its roots 
are firm and durable; like them, we cannot reach its 
heights, while we can hide in its clefts. But unlike 
the mountains, God’s righteousness has permanence, no 
beginning, no ending, eternal. Though Zion is now the 
same as when trodden by those holy feet; though 
Carmel is just the same as when Elijah witnessed for 
God; though Nebo is just the same as when Moses 
fell asleep; though Olivet is just the same as when 
Melchizedek was king of Salem; yet summer heat and 
winter storm must eventually make their mark and 
those mountains wear away. But, blessed be God, it 
is not so with his righteousness, for thus saith the 
Lord: “The mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee” 
(Isa. 54:10). “The earth shall wax old like a gar- 
ment ... but ... my righteousness shall not be abol- 
ished” (Isa. 51:6). Herein is our sure foundation 
and our certain hope, the Lord Jesus Christ, the ever- 
lasting Rock of perfect, atoning righteousness. 

Changeless the way of peace, 

Changeless Emanuel’s name, 

Changeless the Covenant of grace, 
Eternally the same. 

“TI change not,” is a Father’s word, 

And, “I am with thee,” saith the Lord. 


Such, then, is the character of God as revealed in 
the text, a Rock of strength, an everlasting Rock of 
unchanging faithfulness. Now let us turn our atten- 
tion to 


II. The Response of Man 


“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength.” We shall see here 
the force of the assertion that our life depends on our 
conception of God. The prophet here links together 
God’s character and man’s duty, and says, “Trust ... 
for in the Lord Jehovah is an everlasting Rock.” Be- 


cause God is what he is, our life and action must be 
according thereto. 


1. God is a Rock, Therefore, Trust. Our trust is 
to respond to his strength. He is a Rock and is worthy 
of confidence. His character, as such, deserves our trust. 
Christian confidence is no mere blind assent to some- 
thing unknown. It is a rational grasp of some One 
known. We must know before we can trust, so God 
first shows us himself and then says, “Trust me.” The 
Jehovah of the Old Testament and the Jesus of the 
New Testament are one and the same God, and after 
revealing himself to us in his wondrous holiness, 
wisdom, power, and love, he says, “My son, give me 
thine heart” (Prov. 23: 26). 

It is worthy of note that the root idea of the He- 
brew word here rendered “trust” is “to open,” that is, 
to open ourselves to God, to open the heart and mind 
and let the whole nature go forth to him in loving 
confidence. When we are dealing with men we can- 
not often be thus open, for we find them capricious, 
fitful, unstable, and, therefore, unreliable. But God 
says, “You will find me ever the same; as I was, so 
I am and so I ever shall be, and therefore I ask for, 
I invite your full trust.” When we thus grasp him we 
rest on a solid basis, and though the wind tosses the 
sand, devastates the forests, and ruffles the ocean, it 
can make no change in the mighty rock. God is a 
Rock. Therefore, trust. 


But man’s response is not complete with this trust. 
The text says more. 

2. God is an everlasting Rock, therefore, Trust for 
ever. Here, again, the one idea answers to the other. 
God is an everlasting Rock and therefore is to be 
always trusted. “For ever” literally means “even to 
eternity,” the strong figure of persistent continuance. 
This trust “for ever” is only possible with God, for he 
alone ‘has stability for ever. We cannot keep on trust- 
ing if our trust is in things, for the “fashion of this 
world passeth away.” We cannot keep on trusting if 
our trust is in man, for man is variable from day to 
day. We can trust, and keep on trusting God, for, as 
we have seen, his very name implies continuance. 

Whether the times be dark or bright, whether our 
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life be solitary or associated, whether our existence 
be joyous or sorrowitul, let us trust continuously, for 
God is ever the same. Though like cogwheels, his 
providence turns now one way and now another, yet 
all things shall work together for our good. There- 
fore, “Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out 
your heart before him; God is a refuge for us” (Psa. 
62:8). Not only should we say, “What time I am 
afraid, I will trust in thee” (Psa. 56:3), but also, 
“I will trust, and not be afraid’ (Isa. 12:2). Men 
of business, amid much that is contrary and uncertain, 
can thus fear nothing, for “the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth” (Rev. 19:6). Mothers, amid family duties 
and anxieties, can rest in him, knowing that the eter- 
nal God is our refuge (Deut. 33:27). Young men 
and maidens in the battle of life can go forward boldly, 
because “the name of the Lord is a strong tower: the 
righteous runneth into it and is safe” (Prov. 18: 10). 
Yes, each one, every one thus knows that “in the fear 
of the Lord is strong confidence: and his children shall 
have a place of refuge” (Prov. 14:26). This is the 
real and true faith which, amid all perplexities, be- 
reavements, doubts, dangers, and difficulties, casts all 
the sternness of logic and all the sophistries of cal- 
culation to the winds and “stays on its God.” 

Then comes in this wonderful fact, that by exercis- 
ing faith in him who is ever the same we become like 
him in his marvelous and mighty stability. By the 
simple surrender of ourselves, spirit, soul, and body, 
to God, we gradually and yet surely obtain that stead- 
fastness of purpose and immoveableness of character 
which is part of God himself. By coming to Christ 
as a “living Stone,’ we ourselves -become “living 
stones,” for “they that trust in the Lord shall be as 
mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth 
for ever” (Psa. 125: 1). 

There is a marine plant that rises from a depth of 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred feet and floats 
on the surface of the water, in the midst of the great 
breakers of the western ocean. The stem of this plant 
is less ‘than an inch thick; yet it grows and thrives 
and holds its own against the fierce smitings and 
pressures of breakers, which no masses of rock, how- 
ever hard, could long withstand. What is the secret 
of this marvelous resistance and endurance? How 
can this slender plant face the fury of the elements 
so successfully and in spite of storms and tempests 
keep its hold and perpetuate itself from century to 
century? The answer is that it reaches down into 
the still depths, where it fixes its grasp to the bare 
rocks, and no commotion of the upper waters can 
shake it loose. 

Such is the marvel and mystery of our faith that, 
by trusting in the Rock, we become rocks in the 
likeness of him who makes us partakers of the divine 
nature. Time, change, death will work upon us all, 
but everything that takes place will only tend to fashion 
us into the image and likeness of the eternal and un- 
changeable God. So we go on fearlessly, saying: “The 
lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid?” (Psa. 27:1.) 

Is this Rock yours? Is this strong, this unchanging 
Rock yours? Is this trust yours, this steadfast, con- 
tinuous trust yours? There is no real life apart from 
this God and without this trust in him; turn’ where 
you will and you will find nothing so sure, nothing 
so satisfying. In the words of David, “Who is a 
rock, save our God?” (2 Sam. 22:32.) Men must 
have some foundation for their lives, and where will 
they find it? In themselves? No! In their fellow 
men? A thousand times, No! Only in God. Watch 
that man whose life does not rest in God. All seems 
well for a time, but when the storms of adversity 
sweep over him, where is then his refuge? “If thou 
hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied 
thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and 
if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they 
wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling 
of Jordan?” (Jer. 12:5.) Yes, if in life’s morning 
and noonday thou art troubled, what wilt thou do in 
the twilight and evening of life; with the dark river 
to be crossed at last? What is man, then, if God is 
not his refuge? When the tropical heat of. God’s per- 
fect justice scorches everything unholy and when the 
sledge hammer of God’s perfect righteousness smashes 
and pulverizes every earthly prop, then, then, men will 
see what it would have been to make God their foun- 
em and they will also see what they are without 
lim. 

The life that does not rest on God is like an iceberg, 
the creature of circumstances, floated by currents and 
driven by winds. It may be as outwardly imposing as 
a rock, but it is neither so firm nor so durable. In 
time it drifts to warmer latitudes and then the change 
in its surroundings brings with it a corresponding 
change in its character. It gleams and flashes the same 
as ever, but above the water it feels the heat and 
below the surface the warm currents eat away its 
strength until it disappears entirely. But very, very 
different is the life that rests on God. That is like 
a rock which has unseen foundations, which stands 
in spite of angry billows and which resists both ele- 
ments and waves. Its head at times may be enveloped 
in the mists of spray and its sides may be bruised and 
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beaten by the floods. But yet, unmoved and immove- 
able, it calmly defies the storm, for it is planted in 
the heart of everlasting stability. 

I beseech you, therefore, to come now and build on 
Christ, the only Foundation. Shelter yourself and 
cover all your sins in that Rock of ages cleft for you 
on Calvary. Cling to Christ by faith, yield yourself 
to him by obedience and you shall soon realize what 
the Psalmist meant when he said, ‘He brought me up 
also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and 
set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings” 
(Psa. 40:2). Blessed, thrice blessed, is the man whose 
hope is in the Lord his God, for then is his life crowned 
with rectitude, by happiness and peace. Darkness 
comes but we find light in God, our Dwelling. Trouble 
comes but we are safe in the cleft of the Rock. Temp- 
tation comes but the storms beat in vain. Yea, more, 
the bony fingers of that skeleton, Death, which drag 
other men from their homes, cannot dislodge us from 
our rocky fortress. Abiding in him we shall not fear 
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to go down into the grave, and abiding in him we 
shall have the hope of a joyful resurrection. The 
present with all its varied needs is here, but it is com- 
pletely covered by the everlasting Hill of blessing. 
The future with all~ its uncertainty lies ahead, but, 
come what will, God is ever the same. Some may 
suffer, some may weep, some will rejoice, some will 
sin, some will labor, some will rest, but all must, all 
will be well to the man who distrusts himself and 
leans only, leans hard, on the Rock of Ages. 

Resting under His protection and walking in his 
light, we shall go on until we stand with him in that 
“city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God” (Heb. 11:10). Then from off its towers we 
shall be able to look back and praise that spiritual 
Rock which followed us (1 Cor. 10: 4) throughout our 
earthly pilgrimage. Then we shall be able to nestle 
afresh under its strong munitions. Then shall we be 
able to exult in its wondrous stability throughout the 
long ages of eternity. 














A Farm Mother’s Letters to Mothers 


Holiday or Holy Day? 














Skylight Farm. 
DeAR FRIEND MOTHER: 

I once knew a little girl to whom school was very 
irksome. She used to characterize the days of the 
week as follows: “Saturday is a white day; all the 
school days are gray days; but Sunday is a black 
day.” One might add that she was a very active, 
restless little girl in a rather studious family. 

When I was a young girl a tragic accident occurred 
one Sunday afternoon, an accident of a type which, 
very startling then, has become so prevalent as to 
furnish a column or so regularly for the Monday morn- 
ing edition. A party of young people had been pic- 
nicking by the river bank. As they were preparing 
to leave the woods a horse driven by one of the girls 
became frightened and started to run. The girl was 
thrown from the buggy and her brains dashed out 
against a tree. Her father was a godly man and had 
not at all approved her attendance at the picnic. When 
a friend strove to comfort him, he moaned, “Oh, if 
only I could know that it was well with Amanda’s 
soul!” Our midwestern community had been very 
largely transplanted from New England soil, and re- 
spect for the Lord’s Day at that time was the prevalent 
attitude. My own early training made attendance at 
a Sunday picnic seem quite inconsistent with the Chris- 
tian walk. And yet, young as I was and vague as 
were my perceptions of the plan of salvation, I remem- 
ber feeling sure that Amanda’s eternal security could 
not rest upon so frail a foundation as the question 
whether she was or was not in a place suitable for a 
Christian when death overtook her so utterly without 
warning. 

There has been, within the limits of my personal 
observation, even among professing Christians, a 
change of sentiment toward the uses and significance 
of the first day of the week that is nothing less than 
revolutionary and is extremely painful to us mothers 
who would be glad if our children could just naturally 
inhale the atmosphere of worship and sanctity that we 
used to breathe in with our first waking moments on 
Sunday morning. Personally I have escaped much of 
the difficulty so many of you encounter, because I live 
in the country, where we are nore nearly free to 
create our own atmosphere and because I have had 
the unfaltering co-operation of the Head of the House. 
Our children have grown up with the habit of church 
attendance so fixed that, instead of enjoying a day of 
unwonted liberty upon the rare occasions when we 
are not all in our accustomed places on Sunday, they 
feel that disturbing awareness of the false note which 
one experiences when the clock strikes out of time 
or stops ticking. I know that the problem must be far 
more difficult in the city, where there must always be 
a conscious effort on the part of parents to keep the 
world with its pagan uproar from invading the peace, 
both of the home and of the place of worship. 

There has been brought to my attention lately a 
letter from a good friend of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times which I am sure voices the feeling of many 
good Christian people today. He complains that the 
local government has legalized movies, and that many 


Christians seem confused as to the attitude required . 


of them in regard to the observance of the Lord’s Day 
inasmuch as they are not under the law but under 
grace and our Lord said that the Sabbath was made 
for man. The writer mentions the fact, which is patent 
in every locality these days, that Christians are using 
their liberty as an occasion to the flesh and spending 
the day at golf links or lakeside, neglecting the place 
of worship and consequently starving their own souls 
and injuring their testimony. The prevalence of such 
a practice makes it increasingly hard to preserve the 
traditions of the Lord’s Day for the boys and girls, 


I wish that every Christian could be induced to 
make a careful study of Lewis Sperry Chafer’s book 
“Grace” (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843 
N. Wells St., Chicago, $1.25), particularly the chapter 
which he entitles, “The Sabbath—a Test Question.” 
I believe his position to be thoroughly Scriptural. A 
study of it should clear up once and for all the dis- 
tinction between the Sabbath, which was purely a 
Jewish institution belonging to the age of law, and 
that blessed Memorial Day of the Christian which 
should be an occasion wholly of joy and sweet priv- 
ilege. Dr. Chafer calls attention to the fact that there 
is a world of significance in one point of difference, 
namely, that, whereas the Jew labored six days to 
earn the right to make the seventh a day of rest, the 
Christian week begins with what is designed to be a 
day of spiritual refreshment sufficient to bear him 
through six days of toil and gordid contact with the 
world, that occasion being correctly termed “the Lord’s 
Day” and not the “Christian Sabbath.” The only 
Sabbath with which the Christian has to do is that 
blessed Sabbath rest which remaineth to the people 
of God, in which we are to abide equally every day 
of the week, celebrating that finished work of God 
which sealed us his children and entitled us henceforth 
and forever to a seat in the heavenlies. Alas, that so 
many whose names are really written in the book of 
life actually prefer to be earth dwellers; as pitiful as 
if man, who was created to walk erect and gaze at the 
stars, should choose rather to travel like a quadruped! 

It seems evident our Lord intended that there 
should be no compulsion about the observance of this 
day which celebrates the beginning of everything worth 
while for the Church, her rising to newness of life, 
the inauguration of the indwelling presence of God’s 
Holy Spirit, and the revelation concerning those mar- 
velous events which are shortly to come to pass. There 
seem to be about the institution no thou shalts and 
thou shalt nots such as hedged the Jewish Sabbath. 
Furthermore, it is an institution which belongs wholly 
to the people of God. Apparently the only ground 
upon which Christian people have the right to demand, 
or campaign for, the suspension of business and of 
sporting events on Sunday is that Christians who may 
be involved in their operation may have the day free 
for spiritual uses, or else the purely humanitarian 
ground arising from the fact that the need of one rest 
day in seven has been established beyond dispute. The 
program outlined by our Lord for his church just be- 
fore he returned to Heaven has little to do with legis- 
lation and general social uplift, and everything to do 
with the saving of souls. If the soldier of Christ 
were less entangled with the affairs of this world 
and more bent upon pleasing only him who chose him 
for a soldier, social uplift would follow as sure as it 
has always followed the evangelism of a John G. Paton. 
It is my firm conviction that “supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, thanksgivings ... for ... all that are in 
high place” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) would go farther than 
lobbying toward insuring us all the opportunity to lead 
a “tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and gravity.” 

As to the use which the Christian, for whose wel- 
fare the early Church was led to set it apart, shall 
make of this first day of the week, while there are 
no laws laid down in the New Testament, there are 
great, basic principles stated by which we may intelli- 
gently gauge our deportment. Paul says, “All things 
are lawful; but not all things are expedient. All 
things are lawful; but not all things edify” (1 Cor. 
10:23). There can be little question in’ the mind of 
the sincere, spiritual Christian as to which tends more 
toward growth in grace, and the training of the fam- 
ily in habits of godliness, a day of quiet worship and 
communion spent in the company of those dear fellow 
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Lesson for January 31 


pilgrims who speak the Name only in loving reverence, 
or a day at the country club or the amusement resort 
where that same Name is sure to be heard in blas- 
phemy. Service may take the child of God on that 
day into-places of vice and iniquity; real God-sanc- 
tioned recreation never will. I know of no one passage 
in the Epistles which furnishes us a clearer standard 
for estimating those practices which to some seem to 
be. merely a matter of expedience than we find in Titus 
2: 11,12. Paul says that the same grace which brought 
us salvation, instructed us also to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly desires and to live soberly, justly, piously 
—the next four words are significant — “in this pres- 
ent age.” 

It is for such a little while, this renunciation. May 
we not submit to it patiently? The great festival of 
rejoicing is just ahead. So few people today take 
kindly to that word sober which both Paul and Peter 
use so effectively. This age craves action, color, bril- 
liant lighting effects. And the: children’s nerves are 
frayed! If only we should devote this one day in 
seven to a quiet withdrawal from the confusion and 
jangle of the present that the mind and spirit may 
gain poise, and the eyes of the soul learn to look 
beyond the tawdry glare of Broadway for that blaze 
of glory that will burst upon us with the blessed 
“appearing of the glory the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ”! (Titus 2: 13.) 

All this need not ignore the restless desires and 
impulses of the poor little girl to whom Sunday was 
a black day. I am sure, as I look back now, that I 
myself could have done much to enliven for her its 
gloom, for she was very near to me. I am not so 
sure that the Sunday of my mother’s youth met the 
needs of the children so much better than does the 
present one which runs to pleasure. My mother and 
her six brothers were required to sit sedately upon 
stools and chairs, to speak in hushed tones, not at all 
at table unless it was absolutely necessary. My sense 
of feminine justice surges with rebellion even now as 
I recall her account of being pinched under. the table 
by the unruly male and, upon voicing her protest, be- 
ing sternly bidden to “let her victuals stop her mouth.” 
It seems to me that the ideal Sunday is to be, even 
more than any other, an all-family day. In our own 
home the practice of reading aloud from the earliest 
childhood of the first youngster clear down to the 
present has practically solved the problem. We take 
few Sunday naps lest somebody should be lonesome. 
Dad’s presence, instead of being an occasion for the 
family to restrain itself lest he be annoyed, is a sort 
of treat. Just now it is a pleasant link that three 
members of the family have Sunday-school classes of 
boys and can study and plan and alternately hope and 
despair together. 

Oh, blest indeed be the tie that binds; and what tie 
can bind more surely for a lifetime than a sweet, wor- 
shipful, all-family observance of Sunday, with Christ 
as the guest of honor and the. rights and privileges 
of the tiniest tot given their full meed of consideration? 

Your friend, 
“ A Farm. Morser. 


The Sunday School Lesson at a 
Church Prayer-Meeting 


By Walter E. Edmonds, D.D. 


NEW interest in the International Uniform Sun- 

day School Lessons has arisen in our church, the 
Glendale Presbyterian, through a plan worked out for 
our weekly prayer-meeting. People who travel a good 
deal tell us that our prayer-meeting is different from 
almost any other that they have ever attended. We 
often refer to them as the old-fashioned prayer-meet- 
ings where people give their testimony as to what 
God has done for them in something of the old- 
fashioned way. Letters are sent out and telephone 
and personal calls are made where there are sick and 
suffering and burdened souls. Special prayer is of- 
fered for those whose names are mentioned, and from 
time to time as these prayers are answered there 
comes a time of praise in our meeting when peopie 
express their joy in answered prayer. 

We also have a place for the young people who 
give their testimonies. These young people are gen- 
erally “life work” -recruits. We read letters from the 
eight or more young men who have gone out from 
our church, some of whom are already ordained min- 
isters and others are in various seminaries, especially 
Princeton and Westminster. For these a group of 
people in our church have entered into a covenant of 
prayer that every day they will remember these young 
men, together with our missionaries in South America, 
China, and India. I usually give an inspirational talk 
covering about ten or fifteen minutes. Spiritual music 
is a part of the service. 

At the close there is a _ social half-hour when 
strangers may get acquainted. They are introduced 
during the meeting, when they give their names and 
tell where they are from. Sometimes at this social 
half-hour light refreshments are served, and the peo- 
ple come soon after seven and stay as late as ten 
o'clock. It is one of the most refreshing gatherings 
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of this kind that I have ever had the privilege of of course read the comments on the lessons. Others 
having a part in. find it th¥ough ‘the various denominational papers. 

I have been using the International Uniform Sun- In looking ovér the lessons for the coming calendar 
day School Lessons as the basis of many of my Wed- year it seems ‘to me that they aré especially fine, de- 
nesday night talks, using the lesson of the previous . votional in their spirit, with doctrinal themes quite 
Sunday. I find that many of our adult classes are prominent. My reason for bringing this into the 
not following the International Lessons, but are using weekly prayer-meeting is that such lessons may have 
outlines of their own. One of our adult classes is a larger relationship to the spiritual life of the people. 
studying Genesis, another Acts, and another Romans. I have read with great interest the Editor’s little tract, 
In these large classes the teachers are on our payroll, “What is the Best Course of Sunday School Lessons?” 
and of course have a definite responsibility. These (which may be had free upon request from the Sun- 
classes have an average attendance of one hundred to day School Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
two hundred or more. Our school has an average Philadelphia), and I hope that these lessons may have 
attendance of thirteen or fourteen hundred. Many a larger place in the adult classes., 
of our people take THE SuNpAY ScHooL TIMEs and GLENDALE, CAL, 








A Big Bible Class Built on the Bible 


Large attendance, unusual loyalty, ‘‘ good works,’’ and 
sound doctrine in a St. Louis men’s class 


By Julia C. Underwood 




















an increase in practically every department, by the automobile executive to whom reference has 
there is a reason to pause and wonder why. already been made. The School of the Ozarks is a 
It is the old Westminster Presbyterian Church in St. pet benevolence of the men of the Caravan Class, 
Louis, at the crowded corner of Delmar Boulevard and _ students being supported in its training courses through 
Clara Avenue, which made this statement in one of winter and summer. The men also send considerable 
its bulletins of last August. Yes, this church has a sums to a leper mission. 
bulletin in midsummer. It does not suspend its bul- Since the class is named “Caravan,” an interesting 
letin, or its Sunday night service, or any other activity, device of “feeding the camel” is a penalty for absences. 
because of summer. The pastor, William Crowe, D.D., Five cents a Sunday up to three consecutive Sundays 
happens to be a minister who says he does not mind absent is paid with some amusing ceremony. As the 
the heat. But neither does he seem to mind the cold. .members are active business men mostly, trips to other 
It is always a task, his congregation will tell anyone, cities will sometimes prevent attendance, but there is 
to get Dr. Crowe to take a vacation, and after these a remarkable spirit of responsibility that follows them. 
rare outings he seems relieved when he comes back. Messages come from where they are, back to the class. 
Outstanding in this prospering Westminster Pres- On last May 24, Caravan’s home-coming. day, the re- 
byterian Sunday School, and typical, is the men’s Bible quest was made of every member that he “promise 
class, called the Caravan Class, whose attendance on himself he will either be present, or else send Dr. 
its worst days is always well above a hundred. It Crowe a telegram stating that his thoughts are directed 
is a class zealous in direct study of the Bible and out- to this service during the hour. 
right in defense of the faith. “No side frills are used “It is like your golf score,” that appeal continued. 
to attract the men,” says a leading class member. The “It is your own record — not loyalty to Dr. Crowe, nor 
class began with Dr. Crowe’s pastorate, which is now to Caravan—but to old John W. Self.” 
about ten years old, and Dr. Crowe has steadily taught One member had a way of asking new men to 
it. It is as vigorous a part of his ministry as are his meet him at a certain drug store across the street, 
two sermons of the same day. surmising that perhaps they might not have courage 
When Washington’s Birthday fell on Sunday last to come to the stately church, the first time they came. 
year the Caravan Class announced that Dr. Crowe, Others followed this member’s example. A good many 
“having prepared himself to meet the challenge to have been won that way, and the druggist himself be- 
citizenship that is being so insidiously propagated by came interested. A man from Dallas came in, saying 
certain elements under the guise of intellectualism,” that a clerk in the Statler Hotel told him on inquiry 
would preach a sermon in two sections, “first to three that the Caravan Class was worth attending. Another 
hundred men in the Caravan Class, then to four hun- from Maryville, Mo., made inquiry at the Mayfair 
dred and fifty men at the eleven o’clock service.” Both Hotel, and a bell boy told him about the Caravan. 
predictions were fulfilled. The talk was purely on the Yet the class does very little “advertising,” so-called. 
lines of Christian duty, as Dr. Crowe believes that The nearest to this that it makes use of is its four- 
ministers are “wasting their time proclaiming a so- page blue leaflet, issued weekly, The Tent Pole. Eight 
called social gospel. Their business is with the essen- men of the class edit this, and oh, the personal news 
tial needs of men, not the accidental disturbances that that is in it! Absent members subscribe for it, a 
ruffle the surface of things. Ministers are appointed dollar to pay postage; those in town réceive it gratis. 
of God, not to make their message conform to our It is radiant with goodwill, it tells of all who are sick, 
generation, but rather to make the generation conform or going to get married, or embarking on a journey, 
to the revelation that is given to-us.” a or bereaved or in trouble, or blessed with a new baby. 
So, knowing. definitely that they will not hear any New members are introduced through The Tent Pole, 
flattering talks on economics or politics or the latest’ as many as fifteen or sixteen in some weeks. 
book or the current theatrical play, hundreds of men The spirit of fellowship expands socially at-the class’ 
nevertheless come in to this class, and they bring. annual dinner in January, and at picnic outings in the 
others as did the early disciples. An executive of a» summer. When the class president, Will Docter, en- 
shoe factory has brought, Sunday by Sunday, thirty- tertained at his swimming pool on his home grounds 
five different men to the class, most of them becoming a few weeks ago, the class was so large that he gave 
members. The head of an automobile agency has two evenings to the party. The average attendance 
persuaded a similar number to come in. Fathers and each Sunday through 1930 was 147, and in 1931 it 
sons come together. A man advanced in years became is still growing. A partition was taken out in the 
active in the class because his sister in another city church basement last summer, so that the Caravan 
wrote him that she had heard of the Caravan Class Class room could be enlarged. 
and wished he would attend. Of course the Caravan Class helps the whole Sun- 
Westminster Church is in a fine residence part of day-school. Its dominant thought in the early fall 
the city, and in the Caravan Class are eight or ten was to promote Sunday-school Rally Day on October 4. 
men, any one of whom is worth half a million or.so. , The narrative comes back to the point from which 
They are men of consecration, who will come for- it started,—Dr. Crowe. Recently the Caravan Coun- 
ward without a word sometimes, when some case of cil of the Caravan Class “took stock” in a business 
need develops. Otherwise no one thinks of their wealth. way of its steady growth. It looked into the reasons 
But it is fortunate that the class has no need to have for its gradual and substantial progress and its avoid- 
financial “drives.” There is not even a regular collec- ance of the hazards that have destroyed so many organ- 
tion, the thought being, as one of the older members izations of similar type,—such things as have had 
expressed it, that “some of the members are young to do with sensational or cheap methods of raising a . 
fellows taking their first jobs, and they might be em- crowd. This is what the Caravan Council decided to 
barrassed by being asked to contribute to some fund.” place in its minutes for permanent preservation: 
But the “young fellows” and all the class do give “Resolved, that we reassure our teacher, William 
generously. For nine years a taxicab company has Crowe, that we have learned through his teaching that 
been on the pay-list of the Caravan Class, to bring if permanency is to be obtained in a religious organ- 
a certain blind woman from a. Blind Girls’ Home, to ization, such an end can only be attained when the 
the eleven o’clock church service, and take her home cross of Calvary is the center and the whole Bible 
again; during those nine years one particular mem- as the inspired Word of God is the circumference. On 
ber of this class has been a cavalier to meet this aged this foundation we accept the challenge of the future, 
woman, giving her his arm up the church steps to her determined to carry on and to accomplish great things 
pew, and back again when the service is ended. The for Christ.” 
class, too, sends forty or more Christmas baskets to St. Louts. 


Wik a Sunday-school in midsummer notes known poor families, on a truck provided each year 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. 


JESUS FEEDS THE MULTITUDE 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 6: 1-71 


Golden Text.—Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 


shall never thirst.—John 6 : 35. 
































The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-13, 48-51 


Kinc James’ VERSION 


1 After these things Jesus went over 
the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 
Tiberias. : 

2 And a great multitude followed him, 
because they saw his miracles which he 
did on them that were diseased. . 

3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, 
and there he sat with his disciples. 

4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, 
was nigh. 

5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, 
and saw a great company come unto him, 
he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat? 

6 And this he said to prove him: for 
he himself knew what he would do. 

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for 
them, that every one of them may take 
a little. 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, saith unto him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five 
barley loaves, and two small fishes: but 
what are they among so many ? 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 After these things Jesus went away 
to the other side of the sea of Galilee, 
which is the sea of Tiberias. 2 And a 
great multitude followed him, because they 
beheld the signs which he did on them that 
were sick. 3 And Jesus went up into the 
mountain, and there he sat with his dis- 
ciples. 4 Now the passover, the feast of 
the Jews, was at hand. 5 Jesus therefore 
lifting up his eyes, and seeing that a great 
multitude cometh unto him, saith unto 
Philip, Whence are we to buy 1! bread, 
that these may eat? 6 And this he said 
to prove him: for he himself knew what 
he would do. 7 Philip answered him, Two 
hundred ? shillings’ worth of } bread is not 
sufficient for them, that every one may 
take a little. 8 Qne of his disciples, An- 
drew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto 
him, 9 There is a lad here, who hath five 
barley loaves, and two fishes: but what 
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down. Now there was much grass in 
the place. So the men sat down, in num- 
ber about five thousand. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when 
he had given thanks, he distributed to 
the disciples, and the disciples to them 
that were set down; and likewise of the 
fishes as much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto 
his disciples, Gather up the fragments that 
remain, that nothing be lost. 

13 Therefore they gathered them to- 
gether, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fraginents of the five barley loaves, which 
remained over and above unto them that 
had eaten. 

48 I am that bread of life. * 

49 Your fathers did eat manna in the 
wilderness, and are dead. 

50 This is the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, 
and not die. _ 

51 I am the living bread which came 
@own from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever: and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which 
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was much grass in the place. So the men 
sat down, in number about five thousand. 
11 Jesus therefore took the loaves; and 
having given thanks, he distributed to them 
that were set down; likewise also of the 
fishes as much as they would. -12 And 
when they were filled, he saith unto his 
disciples, Gather up the broken pieces 
which remain over, that nothing be lost. 13 
So they gathered them up, and filled twelve 
baskets with broken pieces from the five 
barley loaves, which remained over unto 
them that had eaten. 

48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 50 This is the bread which 
cometh down out of heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof, and not die. 51 I am the 
living bread which came down out of 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he 
shall live for ever: yea and the bread 
which I w. 1 give is my flesh, for the life 
of the world. 

1Gr., loaves. *The word in the 

Greek denotes a coin worth about eight 

pence halfpenny, or nearly seventeen 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


MONG the thirty-five miracles of our Lord re- 
A corded in the~Gospels, the feeding of the five 

thousand has the distinction of being the only 
one included by all four evangelists. This miracle, 
from the human standpoint, marks the climax of his 
ministry, the point of greatest triumph, when great 
multitudes wanted to hail him as King. But our Lord 
knew the meaning of human popularity; he knew what 
sort of king they wanted -him to be; he knew that 
the acclaim of the earthly-minded crowd would quickly 
turn to disdain and rejection. Christ therefore made 
this miracle, which revealed him as the mighty creator 
and sustainer of physical life, a sign of the greater 
miracle of giving eternal life, supplying the true need 
of which the material needs are but shadows. And in 
doing this, he must needs make a revelation of the 
cross, prophesying concerning the giving of his own 
very life in vicarious atonement and in resurrection 
power. 


The Historical Setting 


The passover was at hand when our Lord fed the 
five thousand (6:4), and this feast came just one year 
before that last fateful passover when the Lamb of 
God became our eternal Passover, when Satan’s seem- 
ing victory fulfilled God’s own glorious >lan of re- 
demption. (John 11:55; 12:1; 13:1). This miracle 
marks the close of the great Galilean ministry of our 
Lord, which probably lasted eighteen months (though 
there is no certainty as to the dates). John, who 
passes over nearly all of this period, does include the 
first recorded event of the Galilean ministry (healing 
the nobleman’s son), and this last event before the 
final year. It was just after the cruel murder of John 
the Baptist, and after the tour of the twelve disciples, 
that our Lord retired to the east shore of the Lake 
of Galilee where he met the multitudes whom he mir- 
aculously healed and taught and fed. 


Verse by Verse 


John 6:1.—After these things, i. e., nearly a year 
after the events of Chapter 5, if the feast of the Jews 
mentioned in 5:1 is a passover. There is no proof 
that it is not a passover, though eminent scholars 
have variously argued for Pentecost, Trumpets, Taber- 
nacles, Purim, Dedication! If it is not a passover, it 
is probable that an unnamed passover intervened after 
2:13. A strict marking of the chronology is not im- 
portant in John’s purpose of revelation. Jesus went 
over the sea of Galilee. He went from the west shore, 
probably at Capernaum (Matt. 14:13) to the northeast 
corner of the lake, near Bethsaida Julias (Luke 9: 
10). After the miracle, our Lord sent the disciples 
to the west shore, to another Bethsaida (Mark 6: 45), 
the home of Philip, Andrew, and Peter, which John 
calls Bethsaida of Galilee (John 12: 21). 


Verse 3.—The passover . . . was nigh. Evidently 
our Lord did not attend this passover; the enmity of 


are these among so many? 10 Jesus said, 
10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit Make the people sit down. Now there 
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the leaders was now bitter, and since his time “was 
not yet come to die he remained away from Judea 
(John 7:1). Groups of the pilgrims to the passover 
doubtless were included in the great crowds that came. 
Verse 5.—He saith unto Philip. He makes it per- 
sonal and individual by addressing one of the dis- 
ciples. Andrew saith unto him. Only John mentions 
this personal item, one of the three illuminating inci- 
dents he records of Andrew (1:40, 41; 12:22). 


Verse 7—Two hundred pennyworth, This coin, the 
denarius, was worth about seventeen cents, but its 
purchasing power is suggested by the fact that it was 
a fair day’s wages (Matt. 20:2). Two hundred penny- 
worth would purchase more than two hundred dollars 
would now purchase. 

Verse 9.—There is a lad here. No other account 
mentions the lad. Edersheim thinks that Mark 6: 38 
indicates that this small boy had brought the disciples’ 
own store of food from the boat. Five barley loaves. 
John alone mentions that the loaves were “barley” 
loaves, food for animals, and for the very poor. Two 
small fishes. The word John uses for fish occurs only 
here and in John 21:9, 13. It refers to small, dried 
fish that were used as relish on the bread. 

Verse 10—Make the men sit down. Matthew tells 
us that there were women and children also, but it is 
not likely that there were many of them. 

Verse 11—He distributed to the disciples. It 
would seem that the multiplication of the loaves, a 
miracle of creation, took place in his hands as he broke 
the loaves and passed them to the disciples. 


Verse 12—Gather up the fragments. John alone 
makes clear that this was a command of our Lord. 
How precious is the lesson, “That nothing be lost”! 

Verse 13.—Filled twelve baskets. It seems evident 
that these wicker or willow baskets were the indi- 
vidual baskets carried by each uf the twelve apostles. 





The Bread of Life 


By Amos R. Wells 


\ HAT was the word the Saviour said? **I am 

the ever-living bread, the bread of life whereon 
who feeds has all he wants and all he needs.*” Oh, 
foodful Saviour! may we find this blessing of the 
heart and mind, this satisfaction so complete, so 
strong, so lasting, and so sweet! Oh, loving Saviour! 
may we know this source whence all perfections 
flow, this life thy death forever gives, this life 
wherein the spirit lives. Five loaves, two fishes, 
what were they feeding the multitude that day ? 
five loaves, two fishes, and the store — twelve bas- 
kets full remaining o’er. The bread of life, O 
vital Lord, is no restricted, miser’s hoard. © All 
hunger it shall aye suffice, received unstinted with- 
out price. Grant us this manna from the skies. 
Lacking this food the spirit dies. Oh, ever may our 
souls be fed on thee, our Christ, the living Bread! 











I will give for the life of the world. cents. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The miracle included a supernatural provision of ex- 
actly the amount needed to fill these carriers. 

Verse 48.—I am that bread of life, literally, “the 
bread.” This Golden Text of our Lord’s great ser- 
mon is repeated in direct words three times (6: 35, 
48, 51), and the same truth is given again and again 
in other words. Christ is the “true” bread, that is, 
the real bread of which the temporary bread for the 
body is but a shadow or symbol. 


Verse 51.—I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven. In this great verse our Lord sums up 
the message of thé discourse and then shows its, direct 
application to his atonement. He shall live for ever. 
Four times in John our Lord states directly that who- 
ever believes in him will live forever, will never taste 
death (6:51, 58; 8:51; 11:26). There is no dark 
valley for Christians who die. The bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. Here is a direct prophecy of the atonement, 
the giving of the body of our Lord to die as a sub- 
stitute for lost sinners, in order that life might come 
to men through that death. Note the definite word 
pointing to the future cross: “I will give.” 


Lesson Outlines 
APPLYING THE PURPOSE VERSE (John 20: 31). 

1. Who Jesus is. What the Jews thought (6: 14 
15, 30, 41, 42). What the miracle revealed. His own 
testimony. Peter’s testimony. 

2. What Eternal Life means. Christ in person re- 
vealed as the living bread, therefore as the Eternal 
Life, given to death that men might have life. 

3. Believing, the key to the life. Eating and drink- 
ing Christ is the figure for believing. Faith is very 
personal, and faith is in the One who gives his life. 


Tue Lesser MIRACLE AND THE GREATER. 


1. The world’s Creator provides bread for body. 
But he uses the loaves and fishes brought by men. 
2. The world’s Redeemer gives himself as life for 


the soul. Man’s part is to believe and live, to come and 
take the Eternal Life. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parallel Accounts. Study the records of the feed- 
ing of the five thousand as given in Matthew 14 
Mark 6, Luke 9, and.John 6, comparing them, noting 
details mentioned in one account and not in another, 
noting also the events preceding and following. Study 
the feeding of the four thousand (Matt. 15: 32-39; 
Mark 8:1-9), marking distinct differences between 
the two miracles. 

Miracles and “the Modern Mind.” The various 
foolish attempts that brilliant men have made to ex- 
plain the miracle away are only evidences of the truth 
of the Gospel writers. The favorite suggestion of un- 
believers is that Christ encouraged a sharing of the 
lunches in the crowd, and they found they had suff- 
cient! If that were true, nothing in the Gospels woulé 
be credible. Those five thousand people knew a mir- 
acle had been worked. 

The Lord’s Supper. Some scholars are urgent is 
insisting that the discourse of our Lord concerning 
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Lesson for January 31 


the eating of his flesh and drinking of his blood has 
no relation whatever to the Lord’s Supper. One rea- 
son is their concern that we should not suppose that 
the Lord’s Supper, important as it is, is necessary to 
salvation, while the eating of his flesh in the sense 
intended in this discourse is absolutely essential to 
salvation (6:53). But partaking by faith is what the 
Lord’s Supper symbolizes, and while the outward sac- 
rament is not essential to eternal life, as water baptism 
is not essential to eternal life, yet the reality signified 
by the bread and wine is essential. The discourse 
may well be taken as an inspired commentary on the 
Lord’s Supper. 


God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Freedom. God is 
sovereign in salvation as in all else; man is respon- 
sible to choose, and his choice concerning Christ deter- 
mines whether he is saved. Both of these truths are 
gloriously set forth in our Lord’s discourse. Note this 
remarkable parallelism in verse 37, in verses 39 and 40, 
in 44 and 45, in 65 and 64. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Put eternal things first. Our Lord is grieved be- 
cause we labor for the things that perish and neglect 
the eternal realities (vs. 26, 27). 

Do you believe? Have you eaten? Do not let the 
glorious “believing” and “coming” verses of this chap- 
ter go by without every pupil facing the simple condi- 
tion of salvation, personal faith in this One who died 
on the cross in our place. _ Believe; then thank God 
for eternal life because he says you have it (\s. 20, 
35, 37, 40, 47, 69). 

Trust for material needs. Even after they saw the 
miracles of the feeding of the five thousand, and of 
the four thousand, the disciples had their minds on 
food for their bodies (Mark 8:14-21). If we seek 
first the eternal things, all material needs will be sup- 
plied (Matt. 6:33; Phil. 4:6, 7, 19). 

Extravagance is a sin. If Christ wanted nothing 
lost after multiplying loaves to feed five thousand, how 
careful should we be of money .and time and every 
talent. Christian households should consider every 
expenditure for food and clothing and automobiles 
and trips, in the light of the Lord’s command to gather 
up the fragments. Christian girls should watch their 
expenditures for cosmetics, chewing gum, candy, ice 
cream, soft drinks, things not sinful in themselves; 
and men should consider carefully the money spent 
for smoking and for other things not so questionable. 

What of your passion for missions? As the disciples 
gave to the multitude the earthly bread, as they received 
it from his hands, we are called to give the bread of 
eternal life to those who have never heard, as well 
as to those about us. Let us pray for His compassion 
for the multitudes, as we hear his command, “Give 
ye them to eat.” Eight hundred millions have been 
overlooked in the passing of the bread. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 


Men of modern mind tell us it would be easier to 
believe in Christ if he had not worked miracles: but 
it would then be impossible #o believe in him, for only 
a miracle-working Saviour can meet our need. 

The Lord who knew what he would do to feed the 
five thousand is not puzzled by your present need: 
therefore you need not be troubled (John 14:1). 

The “modernists” of that day could not reject the 
miracle, but they did reject the greater miracle of 
Fn atonement: life through the death of the Saviour- 

od. : 

What we cannot understand in the Bible does not 
trouble us so much as what we do understand and will 
not accept: those Jews knew that drinking his blood 
was not literal, but they rejected the spiritual truth. 

Our Lord would not have his disciples depend on 
physical miracles, so they were to gather up the frag- 
ments. 

_The hands that passed the bread were soon to be 
pierced, that they might give the living bread. 

Like every Christian doctrine the teaching of God’s 
sovereignty and man’s freedom has a mystery in it: 
accept both truths and leave the mystery to God. 

Let us bring our loaves and fishes to Christ, and 
leave the miracle to him. 

Cotumpsia, S. C. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Common People.—Because they saw his mir- 
acles which he did (vy. 2). If there should be any 
doubt as to the unchangeableness of human nature, 
cast your eyes over the crowds that gather at the 
“signs.” Anything out of the ordinary draws a crowd. 
There was a crowd around a store show window. Oh, 
yes, of course, I stopped and “rubbered,” too, even as you 
would have done. An old fellow demonstrating a new 
sort of razor blade sharpener. Another day it was 
a machine for making doughnuts. Late one afternoon 
Lindy, on his way to Washington, dropped down on 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3-—The Son of God Becomes Man ..John 1 
10.—The First Disciples ............ John 1 : 19-51 
17.—Jesus and Nicodemus ........ John 3: 1-21 
24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 
f John 4: 1-42 
.. John 6: 1-71 
Slavery of Sin (Temperance 
SEKKwECOVELREERES CEES CNN NENS TREE ES John 8 : 31-36 
7. February 14.—Jesus and the Man Born Blind. John 9 : 1-41 
8. February 21.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-42 
g. February 28.—Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead. 
John 11:1 to 13:41 
10. March 6.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet. John 13 : 1-15 
11. March 13.—jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 to 17 


. January 
. January 
. January 
. January 


: 1-18 


January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude 
February 7.—The 
Lesson) 


an eon 


12. March 20.—Jesus Dies on the Cross, John 18:1 to 19: 42 
13- March 27.—Jesus Rises From the Dead (Easter 
Lesson). .seseee PPTTTTTITIVITIT TTT TTT John 20: 1-31 








a hilltop farm near Coatesville to spend the night. 
Immediately all of Coatesville who could was on its 
way up over the South Hills to see Lindy. There 
would have been the five thousand if night had not 
fallen and Lindy had not flown early. That is to 
say, the old Bible narrative flows like maple syrup 
and extracted honey, along human lines, smoothly and 
sweetly. That’s one of the reasons the Old Book 
never goes stale (Psa. 19:10; 119:103). A few 
years ago it occurred to some one here in Chester 
County to hunt up all the old-time country fiddlers 
and invite them to come to a picnic and bring their 
fiddies. The “Old Fiddler’s Picnic” was held at 
Parkesburg, five miles west of Coatesville. The crowds 
came from all over “Galilee” in thousands, bringing 
their “loaves and fishes” with them. - Ever attend a 
country picnic? Poor fellow, “you haint seen nawthin’ 
yit!” The fiddlers played “Turkey in the Straw,” 
“Old Dan Tucker,” “Pop Goes the Weasel,” and all 
the old classics. I am trying to get the picture of 
that Galilean crowd Jesus had on his hands that day 
without the well-filled baskets. Just as the crowd 
at the “Old Fiddler’s Picnic” was a cross section of 
the plain people of Chester County, so the Lord Jesus’ 
five thousand was a cross section of Galilee. The 
common people hear gladly (Mark 12: 37). 


Soda Crackers and Blind Robins.—There is a lad 
here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small 
fishes (v. 9). A while ago a newspaper syndicate 
asked that I prepare for them a series of articles upon 
“The Boys of the Bible,” from the viewpoint of the 
boys of the Here and Now. I have not yet done it, 
but the first boy I thought of was this little chap, — 
and Whittier’s “Barefoot Boy.” I have always liked him 
because he was Me. When I was a Midway young- 
ster I was an ind fatigable fisher boy, although my 
vocabulary did not carry such a sock dolliger of an 
adjective. Mother said, “Our Willie is simply fishin’ 
crazy.” (Haven't fished for years.) Taggart’s store, 
on the corner where Smith’s bakery now is, carried 
soda crackers, bigger and thicker than these Uneedas, 
and small smoked herrings we boys called “Blind 
Robins.” Crackers and blind robins were each two 
for a cent. That was our lunch as we took hook and 
line and can of worms, grubbies, or grasshoppers, and 
went a fishin’. And, oh, boy! say that grub wasn’t 
good as you laid the blind robins in between the sodas 
and bit into it along about noon down in the Brandy- 
wine’s meadows. Just a while ago I found myself 
at noon at a country store, and they had soda crackers 
and smoked herring (not two for a cent any more, oh, 
dear, no), and I found the lunch just as good as in 
the barefoot days of long ago. Try the combination 
some day and see. Well, here in our lesson today is 
your little “Billie” with his crackers and fish, all set 
for a great miracle. And how the Master did multiply 
that little possession of the Billie Boy. Well, the 
years have run on, the fishin’ days have passed, and 
Taggart’s store with its crackers and blind robins has 
been gone for many a day, as have all the old Midway 
gang, but do you' know the same Lord and Master 
has been doing the same sort of thing with my little 
homely-cracker-blind-robin possession? This SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times has been distributing, as the Lord Jesus 
has broken it, and mary times the five thousand have 
been fed. Folks who have known me — my old cronies — 
say, “Bill is a miracle!” “Yes,” I repeat in my heart, 
“a miracle of grace.” Listen, brother, let Jesus get 
your two-for-a-cent crackers and blind robins and see 
what he will do for you (1 Cor. 3: 6-9). 


The Best Thing in the World.—/ am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever (v. 51). If you 
should be interested enough in who I am, to want to 
know what I consider the very “goodest” thing to 
eat in all this world of delicious things that tickle 
the palate, I’ve got the answer right on the end of 
my tongue. But you would never guess what I would 
tell you. Here it is. The hard, crusty end of a hot- 
just-baked big loaf of bread, well buttered with fresh 
Chester County butter from “contented cows” of the 
Brandywine meadows (“dollar a pound the year 
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around”) and then poured-over-and-allowed-to-soak-in 
sorghum molasses. Yum, yum, yum! makes me smack 
my lips just to tell about it. The last sorghum molasses 
we had Mrs. Ridgway found in a gift shop at one 
dollar the pint, zight dollars the gallon. Food for 
royalty! Now comes the analogy: ever since I first 
came to know and taste this “Living Bread,” he has 
been rich, sweet, sustaining food to me— food for 
royalty —and oh, how I have grown and developed 
with it as the years have lengthened! Life now looks 
at me through the golden windows of the West and 
my answer is the same as for Josephine’s crusty loaf, 
the luscious butter of the meadows, and the boiled 
down sweetness of the cane fields, to wit: the most 
delicious and best thing I know. No man or woman 
can be said really to live‘ until he or she takes of this 
“Living Bread” which came down from Heaven. I 
mean life here and now and not only in the world 
to come. The reason is: this heavenly bread is’ the 
only thing that makes us immune to fear. Science is 
searching for serums that will outwit the germs of 
cancer, heart diseases, tuberculosis, and the other ills 
that carry folks off. Yet the demon Fear is the great- 
est killer in all the world. The Great War. The 
last suicide. And there is a sure antidote —this Liv- 
ing Bread which came down from Heaven (1 John 
4:8, 18). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department “Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 


1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any, 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 


2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmfui substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 

_ 4. The applications drawn from each demonstra- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly 


every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





MatTERIAL: Ripe, yellow banana; small bot- 
tle of amyl acetate or “banana oil.” 











— has furnished us in recent years with 
many synthetic products, that is, products resem- 
bling natural ones, but which are man-made.  Al- 
though the laboratory has provided many appetizing 
synthetic odors, it has never yet succeeded in turning 
out the corresponding foods. (Sprinkle a few drops 
of amyl acetate on the floor.) This is a synthetic 
liquid having the odor of bananas. Suppose I were 
to assemble a group of hungry men, then sprinkle this 
liquid about profusely and say to them, “Just inhale 
this appetizing odor until your hunger is completely 
satisfied.” Would it satisfy them? No! They would 
only have a greater hunger for real bananas. 

There is a class of teaching today that uses the , 
terms and symbols of Christianity, yet which denies 
that the Lord Jesus is the Bread of Life in the sense 
that he can satisfy men’s spiritual hunger. The result 
is a synthetic, man-made religion, which may by the 
attractiveness of its ideals arouse in men a desire for 
a beautiful, saintly life, but which, denying the power 
of Him who alone can make that life possible, leaves 
only emptiness and greater longing. 

LAwRENCE, Kans. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an vausual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing eharacter. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
in the following issue? 


OW many miracles are recorded in John’s Gospel? 
How many of these are mentioned in the other Gos- 
pels? Why should the feeding of the five thousand 
be the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels? 
2. Can you find ten items or details included in John’s 
account of the feeding of the five thousand that are not 
included in the accounts in the other Gospels ? 


3- Why is this miracle of the feeding of the thousands 
by some regarded as the greatest one ever wrought by 
our Lord? 


4. What other one, also in John’s Gospel, but in # 
' 
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alone, teaches a like lesson, possibly an even 
greater one? 


5. Wherein here is demonstrated the thor- 
oughness of Christ? 

6. Did Andrew show more faith than 
Philip? If so, how? 

7. Is there such a thing as a partial faith 
that has possibilities of blessing in it? Name 
an instance recorded in the Gospel according 
to Mark. 


8. What reactions of “the multitudes,” 
“the Jews,” and “the disciples” followed this 
sign of the feeding of the thousands ? 

9. Which is more important,— that we 
have much or little to bring to Jesus Christ? 


10. Was the message of Christ about eat- 
ing his flesh and drinking his blood a proph- 
ecy of the Lord’s Supper? 

11. Where did John, probably, get his 
word “sign” for the miracles he records? 

12. What startling revelation of his di- 
vine knowledge of men’s hearts did Christ 
make, in this sixth chapter, concerning his 
own chosen twelve? 

13. What are three great “whosoever will” 
or salvation verses in the sixth chapter of 
John? What are three great verses for pres- 
ent victorious living for Christians? 


14. Is a great apostasy mentioned in John 
6, and if so, what was its cause? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
couditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


The Double Test.—And this he said 
to prove him (v. 6). We once heard a 
simple old colored man say something that 
we have never forgotten: “When God 
tests you, it is a good time for you to 
test him by putting his promises to the 
proof, and claiming from him just as 
much as your trials have rendered neces- 
sary."—From “Streams in the Desert,” 
compiled by “Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. 
Sent by Ruth B. McDowéll, Mooers, N.Y. 


One Robin Redbreast.—Five barley 
loaves (v. 9). A few monks came into 
Brittany in ages past, when that country 
was heathen. They built a rude shed in 
which to dwell, and a chapel of moor 
stones, and then prepared to till the soil. 
But alas, they had not-any wheat, Then 
one spied a robin redbreast, sitting on a 
cross they had set up, and from his beak 
dangled an ear, of wheat. They drove 
the bird away and secured the grain, 
sowed it, and next year had more; sowed 
again, and so by degrees were able to 
sow large fields and gather abundant har- 
vests. If you now go into Brittany, and 
wonder at the waving fields of golden 
grain, the peasants will tell you that it 
all came from robin redbreast’s ear of 
wheat.—From S. Baring Gould. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 

Why Not?—Jesus took the loaves; ... 
he distributed . . . to them (v. 11). 
story has been written by Frederick Hall 
about that lad who played such an im- 
portant rdle in the miracle of the loaves 
and fishes. It tells how the boy reported 
the exciting incident to his mother when 
he returned home that evening at sun- 
set. When, with eyes still big with the 
wonder of it all, he had told how his five 
barley cakes and two dried lake fish had 
increased in the Master’s hands until the 
vast crowd had been fed to a sufficiency, 
he added, “I wonder, Mother, if it would 
be that way with everything you gave 
him?”—From The Sunday School Times. 
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The Arithmetic of God.—And Jesus 
took the loaves (v. 11). The lad with 
the loaves and fishes was willing to give 
up his lunch. “Subtracting” it from him- 
self, he “added” it to the resources of 
Jesus. Jesus “divided” the gift, that it 
might be distributed, and in the division 
it was “multiplied” until the great throng 
was fed. So there is a divine arithmetic. 
—From Sabbath Reading. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


The 1931 Rain of Black Seeds.—Our 
fathers did eat manna in the desert (v. 
31). In February, 1931, our district was 
reduced to a state of famine, and there 
was yet another month to wheat harvest. 
We had helped many, but one day when 
the Christians came for help we had to 
tell them we had nothing left. I told them 
that God was a prayer-hearing and 
prayer-answering God. They proposed to 
come and join in prayer éach afternoon. 
On the fourth day of intercession I was 
called out of the meeting to see what 
was happening. Away in the north was 
a dark cloud approaching, and as we 
watched it crossed our district and rained 
heavily. It was not an ordinary rain, but 
a deluge of little black seeds in such abun- 
dance they could be shoveled up. They 
asked, “What is it?” reminding us of 
the Children of Israel in the wilderness 
who asked a similar question. The seeds 
proved edible and the supply so great it 
sustained the people until harvest. We 
learned later that the storm had arisen 
in Mongolia and wrecked the places where 
this grain (called Kao Liang) was stored. 
The seed was carried fifteen hundred 
miles to drop on the district where prayer 
was being answered.—Abbreviated from 
an article by Ernest Jones in the Evan- 
gelical Christian. Sent by L. G. James, 
Toronto, Ont. Prize illustration. 


Poor Food — and Pure Food.—I am 
the. bread of life (Golden Text). Did 
you ever notice what the unconverted 
man lives on? In Hosea he feeds on the 
east wind: not very satisfying. In Prov- 
erbs he feeds on foolishness: not very sub- 
stantial. In Luke 15 he feeds on husks; 
and in Isaiah on ashes. Come and feed 
on the Bread of Life, sinner, and “if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever."—From The King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Sur- 
rey, Eng.; and Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng.; and Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. 
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‘For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


OW wonderful God is to children. 

Long, long ago when Moses lived 
on the earth, God told the Children of 
Israel to leave Egypt for Canaan. Now 
between Egypt and Canaan there was a 
desert, and how long do you think it 
took them? Forty long years. God fed 
all those people and children all that long, 
long time. How many were there? Over 
two million of them. Just think of that! 
In that desert there was no work to be 
had, and there were no stores to buy 
anything. Money was of no use, and 
nothing grew that would feed two mil- 
lion men, women, boys, and girls. How 
did they live then? God said that every 
day ne would send them food from 
Heaven, and for forty long years he did. 
They had to trust the Word of God. God 
said he would send bread from Heaven, 
and bread from Heaven came every day. 
You see, dear children, God has many 
ways of giving us what we need. This 
bread never came from wheat or barley 
or rye that grows on the earth. No, it 
came from Heaven. Remember that if 
God wanted to, he could make bread even 
out of stones. God gives us our food, 
and our Lord told us when he was on 
earth to pray this prayer: “Give us this 
day our daily bread.” Oh, children, if 
only the people in the world would ask 
God for their daily bread and obey him, 
he would give it to them, but they do 
not pray for it, and that is why many are 
hungry. Why, God tells us that the young 
lions are wiser than men and women and 
the boys and girls he has made, for the 
young lions “seek their meat from God” 
(Psa. 104: 21). 

Do you remember who said, “The God 
which fed me all my life long”? Yes, 
Jacob; he knew that it was God who fed 
him. If there were no rain or sunshine, 
we should soon have no bread. Did you 
know it was God who gave you day by 
day your daily bread? Do you thank 
him for it every meal you have? 

Now our lesson today shows us how 
God led another multitude — not so many 
as those who left Israel. Let us turn to 
our Bibles and read it. Would you not 
have liked to have been that little boy? 
Let us shut our eyes and we will just 
picture the scene. First, how orderly 
everybody was! All the men sat down, 
and then after the Lord Jesus Christ 












else to offer. 





Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N.Y. 
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had thanked his Father in Heaven, he 
gave the food to the disciples to give to 
the people. Everybody had enough, and 
there was a lot left over. See how care- 
ful the Lord is that nothing shall be 
wasted! Do you ever waste anything? 
How surprised that great crowd of peo- 
ple were; but they need not have been, 
for it was the same God who fed the two 
million once, and who commanded the 
ravens to feed Elisha the prophet! You 
know, children, if God could feed five 
thousand, he could feed fifty million. 
How much did our Lord charge for the 
bread that he made for the five thousand? 
Nothing ! 

The Lord Jesus is called the “Bread of 
Life’! Why? First, because bread is 
made for hungry people and because it 
satisfies. God has made our hearts for 
himself, and we ,shall never be really 
happy until we belong to him. 

Now, bread must be eaten. We don’t 
put bread in a glass case and look at it, 
and if J am hungry you can’t eat for me. 
Neither can I eat for you. The Lord 
Jesus says, “I am the bread of life: he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” How can we feed on Christ? 
Well, we put the bread Mother gives us 
into our mouths and eat it all up. The 
Lord Jesus says that when we read the 
Bible, and obey it, and take his Word into 
our heart, that is feeding on him. When 
I say, “Mary is as beautiful as a flower,” 
I don’t mean that Mary is a flower, do 
I? Do you know the name of the king 
who said, “How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth’? Then the prophet Jeremiah 
said, “Thy words were found, and I did 
eat them.” Let us all repeat softly the 
verse: “I am the bread of life: he that 
cometh to me shall never hunger; and 
he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” 
If we have never received the Lord Jesus 
into our hearts, let us do it now! 

Norwicu, Enc. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The greatest “sign”? in John’s Gospel 
— save one? 

(1) What it was. 

(2) What it did then. 

(3) What it does now. 


[F YOUR girls gave any thought to 
John’s fifth chapter —as suggested in 
their “Home Study” last week — they are 
prepared for the miracle of the sixth, 
this “sign” which revealed the creator- 
ship of our Lord, in full keeping with 
his own claim for himself, in the pre- 
ceding chapter. A month from now we 
shall study. the greatest of all these 
“signs” (both in its actual power and in 
its teaching of eternal truth), but this 
week we study one second only to that, 
perhaps. 

Begin your class discussion by asking 
your girls to compare this, the fourth 
“sign” in this book, with the other three, 
and to begin to prepare an answer to 
the question: Which is the greatest of 
the “signs” that Jesus did, as selected 
by John? 


(1) First, then, just what was this 
“sign”? You will have to combine all 
the details given in all four Gospels (is 
this fact alone an evidence of the im- 
portance of this miracle?) to get the 
whole story before your girls of how 
our Lord so handled a little lad’s lunch 
of five barley loaves and two dried fishes 
as to feed more than five thousand peo- 
ple. It is such a beautiful and thrilling 
story —can you not take your girls with 
you and join that multitude as they sat 
down on “the green grass” in those quietly 
ordered “companies” of fifty each to re- 
ceive an abundant supper from the hands 
of those serving disciples? Can you not 
watch the breaking of the loaves and 
fishes and hear the Master’s “blessing” 
upon them? Can you not see the wide- 
eyed wonder in the eyes of that small 
boy as he watched the Lord of Heaven 
and earth work this wonder with the lt- 
tle lunch from his own basket? Can you 
not feel the stillness of that vast gather- 
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Lesson for January 31 


ing of people, silent from very amaze- 
ment, as the Syrian twilight deepened into 
starlight? Can you count those twelve 
basketfuls that were gathered up from the 
unused abundance, after every man, wo- 
man, and child had been sufficiently fed? 
How would you have felt as you went 
away? What would you have told your 
home folk that night? What do your 


girls suppose that little lad told his 


mother ? 


(2) What did this miracle accomplish 
at the time cf its occurrence? Your girls 
can sum up those primary blessings: it 
fed thousands of really hungry people, 
it used a very small gift to do a very 
great thing, it taught twelve men that 
even the Lord of creation can use men’s 
minds and hands in service, and it taught 
them the beauty of orderliness. But its 
highest value, even then, was in its teach- 
ing power concerning “the bread of life” 
—though many of that multitude did 
not hear Jesus’ words about this “sign” 
which he spoke “on the morrow.” 


(3) But today—what are its values 
for us, now? Again help your girls to 
gather these: that our Lord cares about 
the mere physical needs of men— his 
first object was just to feed hungry peo- 
ple; that “the least you give to Jesus 
will be precious in his sight” if, like this 
child’s lunch, it is your all, or your best, 
and is given freely, with love; that he 
expects obedience from us in carrying 
out his plans— “Give ye them to eat”; 
and that “order is Heaven’s first law”; 
with an inexhaustible power in God’s suffi- 
ciency to meet our every need. 

Now think of our Lord’s own use of 
this “sign” —that he is to our souls all 
that this “sign” was to the bodies and 
minds of those who received this miracle 
bread. Will this help your young girls 
to grasp a little of his meaning when he 
said, “I am the bread of life’ —“I am 
the ‘living bread” — “He that cometh to 
me shall never hunger’? 


Home Study 
_Instead of just outline points on this 
sixth chapter of John, would you not 
enjoy writing a brief sketch of your own 
(imaginary) attendance at this great 
“sign”? Do not bring in imaginary facts, 
but imagine your. own impressions of 
what the Bible says actually occurred. 
Decatur, GA. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurISTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDaAy 
ScHooL TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How did it happen that so many 
people were out in the “desert,” or unin- 
habited place, without food? 

2. What disciple showed no faith at 
all in the matter of feeding the multi- 
tude? 

3. What disciple showed a little faith? 


4. What faith did the Lord ask all the 
disciples and the multitude to show before 
he multiplied the food supply? 


5. What greater gift than physical 
bread did Christ offer the multitude? 


6. How may we eat the Living Bread? 


THE SUNDAY 


From the | Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that the impossible is with 
thee an occasion for the exercise of thy 
power. We thank thee for the marvels thou 
hast wrought in meeting our material needs, 
and for the wonders of thy grace in fulfilling 
our spiritual needs. But Lord Jesus, it is so 
easy for us to forget thee in our receiving 
of thy gifts! May we.remember the giver 
more keenly. May we seek living Bread for 
our hunger and the water of life for our 
thirst. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Lord Jesus 
does not need to have us point out to him 
how he is going to take care of our needs. 
Here we are, there are the needs, there 
is the Lord Jesus. Yes, we should ask 
him about those needs. We should pray 
with thankful hearts that he will meet 
them, or dismiss them, in whatever way 
seems good to him. Have you noticed 
that wonderful little sentence in the les- 
son, “He himself knew what he would 
do.” Are things going a bit hard with 
you? Are you faced with things that 
seem to be impossible? W ll, surely, you 
are not any worse off than a great crowd 
of- people would be, thousands of them 
with nothing to eat but five thin pieces 
of bread and two fish. How beautifully 
the Lord Jesus is testing us from time 
to time! I should think he would feel 
a kind of pity for. us, as he thinks of 
how little faith we have, when all the time 
he knows what he will do. And it isn’t 
just in the material things of life that 
he has his purposes. Oh no, far deeper 
than that are his purposes for the feed- 
ing of the spiritual life,—the life that 
runs on and on into the glories of eter- 
nity, when these bodies of our humiliation 
will no longer need the care that they 
now have. Let us write over the gate- 
way of each day, no matter what we think 
the day may bring forth, these golden 
words, “The Lord knows what he will 
do for us.” After all, what better bless- 
ing could we ask? 





THE LORD KNOWS 


WHAT HE 
WILL DO 


TRUST HIM! 











Lesson Hymns 


“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 
“Just When I Need Him Most.” 
“Bread of Heaven.” 

“There Is No Name So Sweet.” 
“Go and Tell.” 

“He Died for Me.” 


w 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Limitations. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name some 


of the handicaps to efforts in the serv- 
ice of the Master. 














Objective: Bring your insufficiency to 
Jesus. 
AY, fellows, we are all conscious — 


often painfully conscious — of limita- 
tions at some time or another; some of 
us, all the time. It may be limitation 
of health or physical strength that keeps 
us from doing the fine thing we have a 
mind to do. It may be limitation of edu- 
cation or training that disqualifies us for 
the position we would take. It may be 
limitation of funds that bars us from an 
investment we would make with assured 
profit. It may be limitation of time nec- 
essary to accomplish a task. Whatever 
the limitation is, it is like a cage closed 
in about us which keeps us from “fly- 


ing.” We are cramped and are held down 
by a limitation. 





SCHOOL TIMES 


This scene we are looking upon today, 
near the shores of Galilee, lifts the gloom 


out of limitations and transfers them from | 


the liabilities column to the assets column. 
No one else but Jesus Christ could make 
such a thing possible. Here is a lad | 
with five*barley cakes and two small dried | 
fishes, which he. had doubtless brought 
from home to eat for his lunch, and he 
makes the amazing discovery that by 
yielding them to Jesus, they become suffi- 
cient to feed more than five thousand 
hungry people including himself —and a 
quantity left over! 

The secret of the increase and of the 
sufficiency is in the power of the Lord 
Jesus. Yet the lad was definitely a part- 
ner in that miraculous transaction. 

I do not doubt, fellows, but that Jesus 
Christ did that thing and permitted it to 
be recorded in his inspired Word, as an 
object lesson by which you and I can 
learn perhaps the biggest secret of life. 
Not so much to understand the mystery 
of it as to learn how to deal with it. 
He is calling you and me into partnership 
with him. Our first thought is of how 
little we have to bring to the big bdusi- 
ness in which he wants us to engage 
with him. That thought has held many a 
fellow back and made him miss the bless- 
ing. We forget that it is Jesus who does 
the impossible, while we are only expected 
to do the possible. In the business of 
the world we are not treated that way. 
When we enter a partnership, it must be 
on a fifty-fifty basis. If we cannot meas- 
ure up to that we do not get in on the 
deal. If you apply for a position you are 
accepted and your salary rated according 
to your experience, training, skill, or abil- 
ity. And you must have credentials. 
Business takes no hazard with your limi- 
tations. 

With the Lord Jesus Christ it is dif- 
ferent. Whether you have much or lit- 
tle does not matter. The thing that mat- 
ters is whether you are willing to let him 
take what you have, while you and he 
work together with it. Even more than 
that: you may have nothing that seems 
of any value. Then bring that limitation 
to him and he will fill it with power. 
When Paul found he had a limitation, 
which he called his “thorn in the flesh” 
(whatever it was, we do not know), and 
begged the Lord to remove it so that he 
might rise in greater strength to the task 
he was undertaking for the Lord, his 
prayer was answered by, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Think of it. 
Did you ever hear anything like that? 
Is there any other. philosophy or scheme 
of living in all the world that affords 
such a situation as that? Actually a fel- 
low’s weakness becomes the channel of 
God’s almighty power. When the thing 
fully got into Paul’s consciousness, he ex- 
clairned: “Most gladly therefore’ will I 


rather glory in my infirmities, that the | Vi 


power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

Get this, fellows: The Lord Jesus sum- 
mons you and me to a glorious partner- 
ship. We bring to it our minus and he 
adds his plus. Remember your algebra? 
A minus and a plus make a plus! So it 
is, aS we accept his gracious proposal. 
But, oh, remember, too, fellows, a minus 
alone never gets to be anything but a 
minus. That is you and me— without 
Jesus Christ. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ye 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for January 24) 


. He was tired and thirsty from his jour- 
aie " afoot — just as his own disciples were, 
—two most ordinary human conditions. See 
margin for “thus” in verse 6. 

2. He was weary with his journey, he 
was hungry and thirsty, he had the appear- 
ance of an ordinary Jew, he worshiped the 
Father in spirit and truth, he was doing the 
will of the Father that sent him. Christ 
had divine insight into the heart and life of 
the woman, he was the Giver of the Holy 
Spirit, — living water whereby they should 
never thirst, — he was the Lord of the har- 
vest sending out the reapers, he was the 
Saviour of the world. As the Messiah he 
was both man and God. He was man and 
God in all these other things also, in one 
sense. 


3. Racial prejudice and her sin. 


37 


| 4. The barrier of racial prejudice, by set- 


} _ aside his own racial superiority. 


| The woman tried to talk religion to 
| Christ, discussing the difference between the 
Samaritan idea of the place to worship and 
| the Jewish view. Christ brought her back 
| to her personal need. Religion concerns 
— of worship, salvation relates to all 
life 


6. Her first words contained no direct 
words of address, only a rather contemptu- 
ous reference to “thou, being a Jew.’”’ Her 
next remarks begin with a term of respect, 
“Sir,” in response to his true courtesy 
toward her. Presently she is recognizing 
him as “a prophet.” And, finally, she begs 
her neighbors to come see “the Christ” as 
she believes him to be. 


7. He gave her the nearest-to-a-definition 
of God he ever gave anyone (v. 24); he 
taught her the secret of true worship (21- 
23); and he revealed his Messiahship 40 
her, a Samaritan woman, before he did to 
any other, though others had declared their 
belief that he was the Christ before this 
time (vs. 25, 26). 

8. The Samaritan expectation of Messiah 
was a religious hope and not connected with 
politics as in the case of the Jews. Also 
when Jesus told the disciples not to spread 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the news that he was the Christ, the leaders 
of the nation. had already virtually rejected 
him and their hatred and enmity would be 
roused before the proper time by a bold proc- 
lamation of Jesus as the Messiah. 

9. John the Baptist (John 1:25) arté 
Nathanael (John 1: 49). 

10. The fact that she became a most ef- 
fective witness bearer. 

11, Our Lord was passing through Sa- 
maria not to preach but to reach Galilee 
(4:3). But though his ministry was spe- 
cially to Israel he would not turn from any 
Samaritan or Gentile, and a number of these 
were reached, as the Samaritan leper. The 
disciples would have little time’ even for 
Israel, and they must be reached first. 


12. This city of Sychar was some miles 


from. Samaria where Philip was, and we} 


know too little about what thousands of con- 
verts did to speculate on these Samaritans. 

2 ke a eee, OS, OW Ce 
prophet,” “the Saviour of the world,” — 
making at least twenty-four different rames 
used so far in this book. Continue to keep 
your own list, as you study. It is splendidly 
revealing. 


14. Christ himself. See John 14: 21. 








Less Expensive Accommodation— 
Food that is famous —and — 

The Charm of Old Philadelphia. 
By all means, stop at the Rittenhouse—it's 
part of your trip—just like a visit to 
Independence Hall. 

Single Room with Running Water 
$2.00 and $2.50. 

Single Room with Bath 
$3.00 and $4.00. 

Nearest Hotel to the B. & O. and the 
P.R.R. 30th St. Station. 


THE RITTENHOUSE HOTEL 


22nd and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 














‘The Two Beggars 


“It is better to beg bread for a little 
while on earth like Lazarus, than to beg 
water forever in hell.” A FREE COPY 
of this striking sermon, with our catalog 
of sound religious literature, will be sent 
to any preacher on request. 

M. E. & B. H. Willard, South Berwick, Maine 












A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while ! 
‘| regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest J can 
get. EN. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 158 Fifth Aveour, New York 





Ghe Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puivipe E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


‘Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexicc, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Children at Home 











How a Chinese Schoolgirl 
Became a Missionary 


By Mae Chisholm Brown 


E HAD finished our breakfast of 

duck’s eggs, poached in hot fat and 
served by the pastor’s wife. Our food 
and bedding baskets had already gone to 
the little boat which was‘to carry.us down 
over the rapids. After five weeks of 
traveling in the mountains of South China, 
not once in that time hearing an English 
word or sleeping on anything but fve 
boards, we were getting a real thrill out 
of going home. 

Our boat was such a small one! But 
it is as true in China as it is in America 
that there is always room for one more! 
The “one more” in this case was a girl 
of perhaps ten years. Such a poor, fright- 
ened little thing. When we say she was 
dirty you must try to imagine such dirt 
as you have never seen. Poor little girl, 
we felt truly sorry for her; but it was 
not easy for us to take her on our boat 
—take her, and her roll of bedding! 
Oh, that bedding! It was occupied by 
day and by night! But take her we did, 
because our good pastor at Chien Chow 
had spent mary hours trying to persuade 
little Dung Sing’s father to send her to 
our girls’ school. Of course she must 
go—though we were sure she did not 
want to take that dangerous journey over 
the rapids with “foreigners,” and strangers 
at that. 

Every one who travels in that part of 
China carries his own food. Our small 
friend had her little bamboo bag of cold 
rice. We wanted her to know we were 
her friends and wondered what we could 
share with her to win her confidence in 
us. At last we remembered those candied 
peanuts we had bought in the interior. 
Now a sweet tooth is as common in China 
as it is in America. Putting her hands 
together she bowed a very proper “thank 
you” for the sweets; but, better yet, she 
smiled. Her face had been so sad, and 
she looked so afraid that we rejoiced to 
see that smile. 

Finally, the two days of journeying 
passed, and late at night we reached home. 
My, but it was good to be there — much 
as we loved to visit the people in the 
distant villages. Before we could rest 
we must take Dung Sing to the girls’ 
school. We had tried to prepare her 
mind for the meeting with over one hun- 
dred lovely girls. She knew she would 
have plenty of rice; and she had prom- 
ised not to be afraid of the “foreign” 
teacher. 


Again we were off on a long trip over 
the mountains, so many weeks passed 
before we were able to go again to the 
girls’ school. It was one of those beau- 
tiful fall days one so enjoys in China, The 
missionary had invited us to afternoon tea 
to talk over problems. The girls were 
playing in the school yard. Such a gay 
crowd of flying figures! Such shouts 
of laughter! At last they formed a 
great circle with one girl running out- 
side as “it.” 

Miss Driser called us to the window 
saying, “Wouldn’t you like to see the 
little girl you brought to me?” 

Yes, indeed we would, for we had 
thought many times of her. 

“Do you see her?” she asked. 

No, we do not. 

“Look quickly,” she said, “really, do 
you not see her?” 

We could not discover a girl who in 
the least looked like poor little Dung Sing. 
At last Miss Driser pointed her out to 
us. She had been “it,” flying around the 
circle in a pretty colored cotton coat, 
and with a bright red woolen string 
braided into her long shining hair. 

Miss Driser had said to the girls, “Here 
is some one to make you happy. Now 
we shall see if you know how to show 
her what the Jesus doctrine really is.” 

A Sunday-school class of girls in 
America had given the cloth for her pretty 
coat, and even the red woolen string in 





her hair. Just think, they had so much 
of the Christmas spirit that they could 
prepare that box in July! 

In China red means happiness. In the 
girls’ school Dung Sing learned what hap- 
piness meant, for a world full of joy had 
been opened to her. ' 

For two years Dung Sing grew more | 
and more beautiful. She had learned to 
sing and also to play the “baby” organ. 
How we wanted to see her graduate and 
enter high school! That was asking too 
much, for soon she was to be married 
and her father-in-law would need her to 
work in the rice fields. It was a sad 
good-by, for we all knew poor little Dung 
Sing had many hardships ahead. 


Several years passed. One day there 
came to our home the elders of a large 
village tucked away high up in the moun- 
tains. Would we visit their village? Some 
weeks later we were able to go. The peo- 
ple had gathered in the house of the lead- 
ing merchant — they were packed not to 
the doors — but beyond them. Yes, there 
were fierce dogs snarling under their mas- 
ters’ seats, and every one talked out loud 
whenever they wished. This did not sur- 
prise us at all, for we saw such sights 
everywhere except in the big city 
churches. We were surprised, however, 
when a large group, made up of men, 
women, and children, asked to be exam- 
ined, for entrance into the church. Of 
course” we asked who had taught them 
to repeat the Ten Commandments, the 
Twenty-third Psalm, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. Immediately they were thanking 
us for their teacher. Thanking us! We 
had not sent them a teacher! There must 
be some mistake. But we understood all 
when one of the elders brought to the 
front a fine young woman whom we at 
once recognized as our Dung Sing! We 
were told that these people whom she had 
so lovingly and patiently taught had given 
her a new name, — Esther, a helper of her 
people. 

Costa Mesa, Cat. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Feb. 7. How Our Society Meets Young Peo- 
ple’s Needs. Heb. 10 : 23-25; Col. 3: 12-17. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

Feb. 14. What Jesus Teaches about Faith- 
fulness. Matt. 25 : 34-46. ; 
Feb. 21. Desirable Qualities in National 

Leaders. John 1: 6-9; Isa. 11 : 1-9. 

Feb. 28. What Contributions to Civilization 

Are Missionaries Making? Acts 19: 8-20. 





Sunday, January 31 
Our Church’s Service for Christ 
(Matt. 28 : 18-20; Acts 13 : 1-3) 
(Beginning Christian Endeavor Week) 





Mon.—Evangelistic service (1 Thess. 1: 
I-10). 

Tues.—Teaching service (1 Tim. 4 : 9-16). 

Wed.—Service for the young (John a1: 
15-17). 

Thurs.—Benevolent service (Acts 9 : 36- 
43). : 

Fri.—Developing worship (Eph. 3 : 13-21). 

Sat.—Making Christ-like lives (Rom. 8: 
28-31). 











What has the church taught you? 
How has the church served you? 
How is our church serving the community ? 


T A certain college, mischievous stu- 


JANUARY 16, 1932 











dents tethered a calf on the front 
porch of a professor’s home. Around its 
neck was a rope from which. hung the 
sign, “Milk for Sale.” The sight of the | 
calf and the sign, in that particular place, 
caused a great deal of sport and merri- } 
ment, for the professor was a very dig- 
nified and proper person. His business 
was not to sell milk but to teach Greek. 
bd 
But what of some of the signs we see 
on churches today? Do-we not see some 
that make us wonder what is the true 
business of the Church? How often have 
you seen bakes and suppers and rummage 








Have you ever seen 


“Double 


Trouble’? 


O, IT isn’t a book. It is 
a little settlement in the 
New Jersey pines, 


Queer name for a place 
where any folks live, isn’t it ? 


But there it is,—‘‘Double 
Trouble’’—sand, pine trees, a 
few houses, a few folks. 


Just now a good many folks 
are living in places, in circum- 
stances, among conditions that 
they may think ought to be 
called by that name ! 


And they’re not trying to 
run away from “ Double 
Trouble,” but they are asking 
how to live cheery, trustful, 
radiant lives, sight there. 


To many it seems to make 
a great difference to have THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot TIMEs at 
home. Their letters say so. 


And there is a new book, 
“Living Through These 
Days,” that folk say is so 
very clarifying, encouraging, 
and comforting to ‘‘ Double 
Trouble”’ folk, wherever they 
live. One woman writes : 


“Your blessed, blessed book.‘ Liv- 
ing Through These Days,’ came 
yesterday,and I have been reading 
it with deep, heart-stirring joy and 
gratitude. God bless you— I know 
He does—has—and will! This 
is“a precious companion to my oft 
lent and loved ‘When the Days 
Seem Dark’ [ by the same author]. 


“*Surely the Lord has raised you 
up for this ministry of comfort and 
strengthening for stormed-tossed 
souls. I find I must mail this away 
tomorrow unfinished to a friend, 
and I find I must have some copies 
for other dear ones in sore trouble 
just now: so I am enclosing 
money order for three copies, and 
I want them at top speed !"’ 


Wouldn’t you like to own the 
book? Wouldn't you like to 
send THE Sunpay ScHoor 
TimEs to five of your friends ? 
Here’s the way : 


be glad d 
We shall vient “charges 


copy of “Living Through These 
Days,” by Philip E. Howard, if you 
will send us FIVE Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscriptions to The 
Sunday School Times at 25 cents 
each. The book and five ten weeks 
subscriptions to The Sunday School 
Times for the price of the book 
alone, only $1.25. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
327 N, 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
































Lesson for January 31 





Meeting the 
Challenge g 





in the Sunday School 


If you believe the function of the Sunday School 
is to teach the Bible, and strive constantly to 
teach it better, you will find STANDARD 
Graded Lessons the most important-contribu- 


tion you can make to the success of your Church 
School. For Standard Graded Lessons actually 
teach MORE Bible, and teach it better ! 


FREE Prospectus on request. 
THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


DEPT. SS-116 
8th and Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio 














The Times 


Book Service 
OFFERS 


A convenient method of order- 

ing books reviewed or mentioned 

in the Times. 
Just one order can include books from sev- 
eral sources. The Times Book Service 
will gather them for you, and ship them 
carefully packed, to any point, domestic 
or foreign. 


H. TRUMBULL HOWARD 


325 North Thirteenth Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 























sales blazoned out in letters that dwarfed 
the dull and almost apologetic sign that 
told of the times: of worship? 

Then, as we turn to the report for the 
year of the church afield, what do we find 
emphasized? Is it the number in its 
schools and educational institutions, the 
numbers of patients treated in hospitals, 
the amounts given for social service, or 
the number of individuals brought into 
living contact with the Lord Jesus Christ? 


we 


Our Scripture lesson is one of those 
passages that make clear what the Lord 
intended the great business of his Church 
to be. It is (1) to go; (2) to teach, 
not philosophy, or science, or arts, but 
“all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you”; and (3) to baptize (Matt. 28:19). 
As Mark gives our Lord’s command, it is 
to go “into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 


ee 


This is the only commission Christ left 
for his Church, and it is her Great Com- 
mission. There are many good and noble 
kinds of service to mankind for which 
there is crying need. But when the 
Church takes up any of these to the 
neglect of her Great Commission she is 
disobedient and falling short of the pur- 
pose for which she has been formed. 

Educational work and medical institu- 
tions are praiseworthy. But when the 
Church pours her strength and money 
into these channels and fails to reach out 
with the Gospel of life to the thousands 
who have never heard, she is dishonoring 
her Lord who came, not to heal the sick 
or teach the ignorant (although he did all 
this in his earthly life), but “to give his 
life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20: 28). 

What is true of the Church at large is 


| 
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also true of individual churches. In an- 
swering for ourselves the first question 
suggested by our topic, “What has the 
church taught you?” we must also ask 
ourselves, ‘Has my church taught faith- 
fully the ‘all things’ commanded by our 
Lord?” Has it presented clearly and con- 
sistently to me the way of salvation and 
how to walk the Christian way? Has it 
taught me how to have victory over sin 
and to know my Saviour better week by 
Week? 
$e 


It might be a good plan to have a num- | 


ber of your young people’s group answer 
in the meeting the question, “How has 
the church served you?” You might sug- 
gest such thoughts as providing a place 


to worship; supplying Christian fellow- | 


ship; giving Bible instruction; sugges- 
tions for sound, helpful reading; counsel 
and advice of older, more experienced 
Christians; providing opportunities for 
Christian service; recreational facilities 
for a clean, good time; and the like. 


Get your pastor to help you secure in- 
formation on “How is our church serv- 
ing the community?” In addition to other 
facts you should be prepared to show 
whether your church is “going,” in obe- 
dience to Christ’s command, or is waiting 
for the community to come to it. Per- 
haps your pastor can suggest ways in 
which your young people’s group can 
“go” into your community. Pray much 
about this meeting that it may be a real 
help to your young people in understand- 
ing the mission and service of your 
church. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


The Coming Convention of the 
League of Evangelical Students 


A STRONG testimony to the Word of 
God is being given in many colleges 
and universities throughout the United 
States by the League of Evangelical Stu- 
dents. Two of the newest chapters are 
now being organized at Princeton and 
Yale. The League is a source of en- 
couragement to all students standing for 
the Faith and witnessing to the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The League will hold its convention this 
winter in Pittsburgh, from Friday to Sun- 
day, February 12-14. During this con- 
vention the League plans to place special 
emphasis on prayer and missions. Among 
the speakers expected are Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, President of Evangelical 
Theological College, Dallas, Tex.; Dr. 
Melvin Grove Kyle, Archeological Editor 
of THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs and Pro- 
fessor- Emeritus of Pittsburgh - Xenia 
Theological Seminary; Dr. Charles Er- 
nest Scott, missionary to China of the 
Presbyterian Church of the U. S. A.; 
and Dr. William B. Hunt, missionary to 
7a" - the Presbyterian Church in the 

For further information write to Wil- 
liam J. Jones, Secretary, Box 455, 
Wheaton, Il. 


Dr. Tom Lambie Sails for Africa 


R. AND Mrs. Tom Lambie, of the 

Abyssinian Frontiers Mission, sailed 
December 12 on the Cunard liner Aurania 
from New York for Ethiopia, with a 
party of seventeen missionaries, ten of 
whom are going to Nigeria and seven to 
Ethiopia. Fifteen are new missionaries. 
Among the seven are a doctor, a nurse, 
and a building superintendent going out 
for the new leper home now in construc- 
tion near Addis Ababa, for the thousands 
of lepers in Abyssinia. His Majesty, 
Heila Selassie, is providing the land, and 
the American Mission to Lepers is sup- 
plying most of the money for this new 
work. The Abyssinian Frontiers Mission, 
a branch of the Sudan Interior Mission, 
now has about forty missionaries. The 
American address is 296 Garfield Place, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; and the field address 
for the Mission is P. O. Box 105, Addis 
Ababa, Abyssinia. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings.on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 25 to 31 

Mon.—John 6 : 1-14. Jesus Feeds the Multitude. 

In these days of the financial stringency, 
the Lord is testing many with shortened 
means. Is he putting to us the same 
quesiion that he put to Philip “to prove 
him’? (v. 6.) Philip sees only the big- 
ness of the difficulty (v. 7). And as 
' Andrew takes a turn at answering the 
| Lord’s question, he sees only the little- 
ness of the available supplies: a little 
lad, only five loaves, and only two little 
fishes!’ (The words for “lad” and “fishes” 
in the Greek are diminutives.) The Lord 
would teach them and us that He is al- 
ways our divine sufficiency for every need, 
material or spiritual, 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Rev. Paul and Mrs. Young, being-greatly 
used of God under the Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance in Ecuador; for the op- 
portunity of preaching to the nearly three 
hundred people attending services at their 
Templo Evangelico; for the printing press 
(Casilla 571, Guayaquil, Ecuador, S. A.). 
Tues.—John 6 : 22-40. The Bread from Heaven. 

China’s physical famine, resulting from 
the overflows of the three rivers, is not 
to be compared with America’s present 
spiritual famine. We rebuke the Jews 
for their emphasis on mere loaves and 
fishes, but fail to discern a real Nathan’s 
finger pointing to us in the form of 
awful financial panic in a year of bumper 
crops. We, too, have been working chiefly 
for the meat that perisheth, failing to 
realize that our Lord has been yearning 
for us to feed our human souls on him- 
self. God has “sealed” his Son to be the 
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A GREAT AWAKENING 


Came Twice to My Church Through a 
MINISTERING SERVANT who has 


had 30 years of soul winning service in the 
United States, Canada, and Great Britain. 
YOUR TOWN AND CHURCH 


CAN HAVE THE SAME 
QUICKENING. 


Fall Particulars Gladly Given 
LLEWELLYN BROWN 
Associate Minister 
Peddie Memorial Baptist Church 
572 Broad Street, Newark, N. J. 


Rev. 
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For 27 classes, $1.50. 65 classes, $2.00 


Head’s S. S. Class Books 


Simple, time-saving. Gives a perfect record 
of entire school. 
TRY IT THIS YEAR! 
A returnable sample copy of both books for 


examination on request 
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SAFETY 


means everything 








by the annuity agreements 


American Bible Society. 


“In these days of uneasiness about 
investments, it is so comfortable to 
know that my annuity agreement 
with the A i Bible Society is 
absolutely safe and that I-can de- 





pend-on the payments from it. And 
I know that all the time my- money 


is doing good.”—A. D. . . . Illinois 





---t0 THEM 


Safety Kirst Safety is one of the many sat- 


isfactory features possessed 


Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 this organization has 
for over eighty years been issuing annuity agreements 
and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to those below have been received expressing great 
satisfaction in the freedom from anxiety made possible by 
the safe character of the Society’s annuities. 


Safety plus The safety feature of an American 


My 

Bible Society annuity agreement is 4 
further enhanced by the assurance that on through the years 
it will continue to do good. Great satisfaction comes to the 
Christian in knowing that because of his annuity the com- 
fort, the counsel and the challenge of the Scriptures will 
“A short time ago I began to 


be distributed across the earth through the service of the 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. 
The coupon below, filled out and mailed to us, 
will bring you full information. 


issued by the American 





think about an income for the 
future. Experience taught me that 
some investments were not satis- 
factory and secure. I had very little 
to expend but that little meant 
much to me. Safety therefore was 
the first requisite.” 

M. P.... New York 








‘4 AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
| Astor Place, New York 
R Please send me your booklet SS-41 giving full information 
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on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is 
understood that this request places me under no obligation. 


Name D. 
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Building Christian Character 


LERT to advanced methods in educa- 
tion, progressive churches have rapidl 
adopted Visual Instruction. Can your cheteh 
afford to lag behind in availing itself of this 
vital means of bringing broader understand- 
ing to its people . . . of building greater 
Christian character? 


The B&L Overhead Projector is ideally 
suited to church and Sunday School instruc- 
tion. Seated facing his group, with slides 
and notes conveniently at hand, the in- 
structor proceeds with the illustrated lesson. 


Attention is held securely. 


Ideas leap to 
life. Impressions go deeper. 


The Overhead Projector, as efficient as it 
is inexpensive to purchase and operate, is 
built to stand long, hard usage. Your 
church needs Balopticon equipment for the 
greater religious instruction demanded by 
the times. Regular lantern slides model 
Balopticons can be provided with this attach- 
ment and thereby converted into Overhead 
Projectors. Write Bauscu & Loms Oprti- 
caL Co., 693 St. Paul St., Rochester, N.Y. 


BAUSCH 6 LOMB 











A C. I. SCOFIELD BOOK IS 
ALWAYS A GOLD MINE! 


“ THINGS NEW AND OLD” contains the heart of International S. S. Lessons for two years. 
Has a study of Colossians, choice Sermons on Job, Holy 
ONLY §2.00 for it and “CHRIST LIFE,” devotional, ¥i 
Banks, Editor, 423 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., Dept. S. 


Spirit, ete. Regular price $2.00. Send 
ctory Magazine for 1932 to Howard 
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G¢. Insist on the OR/G/NAL. ‘lhirty-two 
Years’ Supremacy. ever equalled. 
Condensed Thought, Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Attendance Record. Other features, 


Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York: 851 Cass St., Chicago 





at te 500 oe 








GOD’S JEWEL CASE 


James H. McConkey’s Message 
Tells of man’s greatest need and God's 
greatest Provision. 

A salvation tract-running mate to 
** If We Neglect. 

Sent absolutely free, postpaid. 


Address SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 





Dept. S, Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





UNDAY SCHOOL RECORDS 


AND CLASS BOOKS 


ouR catalog lists the latest styles. Use up-to- 


ate record systems. Write for catalog. 


Stockton Press 


516 S-N. Charles Street, BALTIMORE, MD. 











The Soap That’s Known and 
Sold The World Around 


Cuticura 


Nothing Better for Daily Use 


Price 25c, Sample free. 
Address: “Cuticura,” Dept. 12B, Malden, Mass, 








Zaphnath-paaneah of the human spirit, 
just as Joseph was sealed by Pharaoh to 
feed Egypt. It was-verse 27 that heart- 
ened the discouraged Henry Martyn to 
continue preaching te the Hindus when 


| they flocked to him for temporal relief. 


PraA¥eR SucGcestions: Pray for the 
new edition in French of the “Three-Fold 
Secret of the Holy Spirit,’ being pub- 
lished and disseminated in France, Bel- 
gium, and Switzerland by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mortimer B. Lane; pray also for the 
books of Torrey, Blackstone, Scofield, 
Moody, Chafer, Robert Dick Wilson, and 
others, translated into French and Flem- 
ish by the Belgian Gospel Mission (C. 
G. Trumbull, Treas., 325 N. Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia) ; for the translations 
of all spiritual books into the vernacular. 
Wed.—John 6: 41-51. The Living Bread. 

The “offence of the cross” is just as 
great today as it was in our Lord’s days 
on earth, or Paul’s (v. 42; 1 Cor. 1: 23). 
Preachers who deny the virgin birth are 
talking much nonsense about “the ethics 
of Jesus.” They know nothing experi- 
mentally of “redemption by blood,” but 
what our Lord meant when he said he 
was about to give his flesh for the life 
of the world was that he was about to 
offer his body up in sacrifice on the cross 
as an atonement for man’s sins. “World” 
means all mankind, though all men do 
not by faith eat of this Bread of Heaven. 


Prayer Succestion: Pray for God’s 
blessing to rest upon the deputation work 
done here in the Pittsburgh district and 
elsewhere in the Middle West and East 
by Miss Sadie Lea Weidner of the Mino 
Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan, now 





home on furlough; for her helpers, Miss 
Miller and Miss Whewell, holding the 
fort in Japan in her absence; for the 
supply of pressing needs; for the protec- 
tion of the Mission in its stand against 
worship at the local shrine; for a much 
necded rest for Miss Weidner. 
Thurs.—John 6 : 52-59. Life-Giving Bread. 
“The eating and drinking, without which 
there is no life in us, means that reception of 
Christ’s sacrifice which takes place when 
a man believes on Christ crucified for 
salvation. It is an inward and spiritual 


act of the heart and has nothing to do| 


with the body. Whenever a man, feeling 
his own guilt and sinfulness, lays hold on 
Christ, and trusts in the atonement, made 
for him by Christ’s death, at once he eats 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drinks 
his blood. His soul feeds on Christ’s 
sacrifice by faith, just as his body would 
feed on bread.”—Bishop Ryle of Liver- 
pool. 


WRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for sixty- 
two Bibles given out to the soul-hungry 
people in Thessalonica, Macedonia, by 
Bible women of the Macedoma and Arme- 
nian Mission, Inc., the Rev. E. W. Peters, 
Supt., 190 S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena, 
Cal.; for the proper housing facilities on 
the pert of the Mission for refugees. 
Fri.—John 6 : 60-71. 

Choosing the Bread of Life. 

Just how we choose the heavenly 
Manna, which he is, is described by Dr. 
William F. Pettingill in an address which 
he calls “The Food of the Children in the 
Family of God.” Food must always have 
life in it. We must have fresh meats and 
vegetables. Food is changed within us 
into human flesh by digestion and assim- 
ilation; when the new man within us 
feeds on the manna-_which Christ is, 
Christ is reproduced in us. The Bible 
is the Word of God, and so is Christ. 
When we feed upon the Word of God, 
through the mastication of meditation, the 
words which he speaks unto us become 
our spirit and life (John 6:63). We 
should eat in order to work. Spiritual 
exercise is vital. 


PraYerR SucceEstions: Pray for the “In 
His Name Hospital,’ in charge of Dr. 
W.H. Chisholm, Syen Chun, Korea, un- 
der the Presbyterian Mission, where 
Christian testimony in wards results in 
many decisions for Christ; for Mrs. Chis- 
holm, formerly Bertha Cowell of The 
Sunday School Times; for their three 
little girls. 

Sat.—Revelation 7 : 13-17. Every Need Supplied. 

Eating the Bread of Heaven eventu- 
ates in being raised at the last day in 
ete: ual life (John 6:54). This “reading” 
gives a picture of the multitude saved 
out of the Great Tribulation, but their 
eteriial joy will be the same as all the 
redcemed. Why is it said that the Lamb 
shail feed them, when it has just been 
declared that they shall never hunger 
any more, unless it is meant that through- 
out eternity they will still require for their 
souls to be fed? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Pear- 
son’s Sailor Work (1042 West Ninth 
Street, San Pedro, Cal.); for the group 
of British engineers who accepted litera- 
ture; for the Dutch youth with the Dutch 
Bible, giving a real testimony; for the 
number of young Japanese officers led to 
Christ partly through memories of the 
late Captain Price, of the Japanese Sea- 
men’s Mission; for work among the 
American Navy boys. 


Sun.—Psalm 34: 1-11. Jehovah Our Provider. 


A zecent comment in the Keswick Cal- 
endar on verse 10 was this by Dr. Asa 
Mahan: “Nothing but unbelief in us 
can prevent’ our total protection, not 
against all seeming but against ail real 
evil, on the one hand; and our actual 
possession, not of all apparent, but real 
good, on the other; and this not only 
for life, but for an eternity to come.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray especially 
for Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, hav- 
iy returned not long ago to their work 
in. Manchuria, under the Canadian Pres- 
byterian Church, now that the flame of 
war has burst forth in their country: 
pray for all missions and missionaries in 
danger as a result of this conflict. 


(Lesson for Jan, 31) JANUARY 16, 1932 








Fewer Bibles 
in 
Hard Times 


For in hard times the Scriptures 
have a message of encourage- 
° Read this great Bible 


ment, 
Passage : 


“Who shall separate us from. tke 
love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... 
Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that 
loved us. For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from. the love- of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

Romans 8: 35-39 


For in hard times (as well as 

N good) the enterprise of Christi- 

* anity needs an abundance of 
Scriptures. 

Read the list of American institutions to which 

the American Bible Society last year furnished 


Scriptures : 





Prisons z U.S. Leper Hospitals 
Churches Home Mission Chesrcies 
Hospitals Young People’s Societies 
Orphanages U.S. Veterans’ Hospitals 
Sanitariums Foreign Language Groups 
Naval Vessels nools for American In- 
Reformatories uildren 
Penitentiaries Home Mission Boards and 
qevyies Army —- Deling 
unday lomes_ for uents, 
escue Missions Aged, Incurables 


Army, Navy and Marine 
Barracks, Hospitals, 
Training Stations 


Homes 
U.S. Army Posts 
Seamen's Institutes 
Missionaries in Foreign Countries turn with 
expectancy.to the American Bible Society for 
their supply of Scriptures. 


* Indispensable ” was the term used by a secre- 
tary of the Board of Foreign Missions of a 
leading denomination in describing the service 
rendered to the missionary enterprise by the 


American Bible Society. 


Last year the American Bible Society carried 
on its work of Scripture distribution in thirty- 
six countries abroad and aided such work in 
many other lands. The Society issued Scrip- 
tures in 285 languages. 


But “ No” will have to be changed to “ Yes” 
unless funds are immediately forthcoming to 
help the American Bible Society meet the 
urgent demands facing it. 


WHAT 
WILL YOUR 
ANSWER BE? 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Dept. S, Astor Place, New York . 


And I enclose 
$1 $5 $10 $20 $50 $100 


(circle or check amount you enclose) 


No! is my answer. 
to prove my belief in what the Bible can do 
in hard times. 
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